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HIS ſmall Polume of Tales and Stories is co?- 
: leAled for thy 'Diver/ion aud. 446" lr ; wit may 


It 


% 


ſerve tofhew thee what ſubtle Devices andmalicious 
Actuſations were farmerly laid to attain Grandeur, 
and 6 gratify malicious and ambitious Perfons. 
"Here you may obſerve, that the' Intent - of "this 
ſmall Book, (written in an allegorical and pleaſant 
Method) is to:promote Sincerity 'and Fidelity, and 
#0 difcountenance T reachery and Falſhood. 1f you 
.are melined io Virtue, here are: Pre/idents to direft 
you; if to Innocence, here are Rules to inflrud? you; 
and if you would avoid Vice, here are Examples 
which ſet before you the Scandal and Miſery which þ 
attend a vicious Life. In a Wd, vou may here 
lcarn to deſpiſe Vanity, to prize Innocence, to ex- 
ped? Death, to eſcape Lat, and to obtain Heaven. |} 
You will find the Hiſtorical Part interſperſed { 
with curious Leſſons ts pleaſe the Fancy, delight the || 
_ Mind, ſharpen the Wit, and'illaminate the Under- © 
landing. The Moral Part _—_— the Mind in the 
Fr 1 een ggt of Virtue, as the Hiſtori- 
cal delights the' Fancy, and improves the Fudgment. 

This ſmall Book, likewiſe, by the diverting Sto- 
Ties therein, enrourages and allures Children and 

Youth zo learn to read Engliſh; for which End it 
"75 writlen in an intelligible and eaſy Style,"adaprted 
to the meane/t Capacities. 

To conclude—'l he Names of theſe Seven Wiſe 
Mifreſſes are, Halicujalt, Mardula, Circe, Pen- 
thifilia, 'Deborah, Dejanira, and Boadicia, 0 
B;s Book is humbly offcred to the Peruſab of the 
candid Reader, by © THro, HowarD.' 


_— 
_y 


ROMAN STORIES: 


OR THE HISTORY OF THE. 


Seven Wiſe Mifſtreſſes 


ROME. 


STORY b. 
qo the great and' flouriſhing city of Rome, there 
reigned a virtuous and renowned emprefs, named 
Lueretin, the plc heireſs d poſſeſſor of that impe- 
'r1al crov in and di ITS Pi with-the advice of her 
ouncy, married Hl and. __ price: pe mum 
ful; valiant, and beloved of. a} his 'fu 
whom the Tonceived, and bore a a Sher name 
Sabrina, Bug 
"This young princeſs, 'as' ſhe advanced in years, 
- grewin beauty, virtue, and all the qualities of mind 
; and body, Which are, neceflary to make'an accomt- 
-plithe4lad fs inſomuch' that ſhe \ was the delight of all. 
A 3 ".- thas- 
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6 The Seven Wiſe Miſtreſles. 
that ſaw her, and eſpecially of her parents, who ef- 
teemed her as the chief jewel of their crown. 

It happened when Sabrina was about ſix years of 
age, that a province inher father's dominions rebel 
led againft their ſovereign; to ſuppreſs which, the 
king aſſembled, with all ſpeed, a mighty army, and 
marched towards them ; but the weather proving 
unſeaſonable, he happened to catch cold, which threw 
him into ſuch a violent fever, that his recovery was 
deſpaired. _ "The king, being concerned fur his 
queen, and for the education and happineſs of his 

upg daughter, ; whoſe tendey years:rendered her 
ws. i bf raking ag of erfelf thought fit, 
finding himſelf grow worſe and worſe, to write the 
following letter to the empreſs— 


«Dear Lady. Ss 1 7. % - 
IV Y expedition has proved-very unfavourable t 

| me ; for by the way I was taken fick of a via» 
lent fever; therefore pray make haſte unto me, that 
. we may-confulthow to-provide-for the edueation-of 
our daughter Sabrina, and the ſtate and ſettlement of 
our dominions ; for I am without hopes of recovery 
and if you make not great baſte you will hardly tos 


me alive.” 80s 


The meſſenger poſted away ta the empreſs, and 
finding her walking in the garden, expecting every 
hour.news. from her beloved huſband, he, with pro- 
:Jaund reverence, delivered her the letter. The em- 
preſs immediately broke it open, and reading what 
condition her lord was in, fel. into. a. ſwoon, to the 
: aſtoniſhment of all her ladies ; bat fo'ſoon as ſhe re- 
covered. her ſenſes, ſhe cauſed her chariot and horſes » 
to:be.made.ready, and hafted both night and day till 
ſhe came to her lord the king. She found him = 
: | er 
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her great griet, almoſtdead, and gently preſſing her- 
ſelf upon his breaſt, ſhe kiſſed his icy lips, being un- 
able to ſpeak for tears and ſorrow. 1 he king per- 
ctiving her, raiſed himfeFf in his bed, and with a 
flood of tears ſpake to this effe&— 


« Oh! my dear Jady, it rejoices me that you are 


come, that I may impart my troubled mind to yon, 


fince I am not likely to recover. The natural aﬀec- 
tion I bear to you, and our daughter Sabrina, makes 
me confure you, in tne fir{t-place, to cauſe her to be 
educated and trained up in all manner of virtaous 
learning, whereby ſhe may attain to all the accom- 
pliſhments befitting a princeſs ſo nobly deſcended. 
And when fhe 15 ſufficiently in{truged in all that 3s 
proper for her to learn as a private lady, I defire 
that, in the next place, yqu will take her home to 
your Imperial palace, 'and 2dmit her mto your moſt 
honourable council, that ſhe anay perfe& herſelf in 
the knowledge of affairs of ſtate, and how to govern 
with-juftice and wiſdom your vaſt dominions ; which 
in the third place, I implore you to leave to none 
but her, who, after your deceaſe, has the beſt right 
to them, As for you, my dear lady, conſidering you 
are advanced in years, it is not likely that you will, 
by a ſecond marriage, bury my memory in oblivion; 
and therefore I adviſe you ts chuſe, from among the 
wiſeſt and moſt grave of your counſellors, a ſenator, 
who is able to adviſe you in the moſt important af- 
fairs of the empire, and to be a guardian to your 
daughter Sabrina, till ſhe come to niaturity.” © 
The ſorrowfu] empreſs anſwered, © My dear lord, 
all thefe things ſhall be performed geovidiog to your 
will and requeſt, 'Then embracing, each other, the 


| King turned himfelf 'upon the pillow, and gave up 


the ghoſt, and afterwards was conveyed into his own 
country, where his funeral was ſolemnized with the 
| A 4 utmoſt 
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utmoſt magraticence; after which the empreſs prd- 
ſecuting the war againſt the rebels, ſoon reduced 
them to obedience ; and having diſbanded her forces, 
returned in-peace to Rome, | 


STORY I. 


Hew the Empreſ5, by the Advice of her Council, re/ign* 
ed Sabrina ts the care of Seven Wiſe Miſtreſſes. 


OON after the funeral obſequies, the empreſs 
walking folitary in her garden, and thinking of 

the laft words of -her late royal huſband, wherein he 
recommended to her ſo earneſtly the intereſts of the 
empire, and more eſpecially the education of the 
young princefs Sabrina, who was the chief obje& 
of his afteQions, ſaid to herſelf, * Now my dear 
ford and huſband is dead, there is but one in the 
world whom. I take pleaſure in, and that is my only 
daughter Sabrina, the very flower and glory of vir- 
gins, who 15 heir apparent of all my dominions;. 
therefore it 4s proper, while ſhe ts young and apt to 
receive inftruction, to inform her underſtanding, that 
the may be able, after my deceaſe, to manage the: 
reat affairs of the empire with prudence and juſ- 
tice; to effett which, as my deceaſed lord recom- 
mended, I cannot do better than to commit her to 
the care of ſome virtuous perſons, who are well fkil- 
led in the ſciences.? RT 
Accordingly, the empreſs aſſembled alt the lords 
of her pie... A" demanded their advice. cancern- 
ing her young daughter Sabrina; and fome of them 
propoſed to build a tower in the royal garden, for 
the young lady, with five devout matrons to attend 
her and two philoſophers to infkrud .her in natural 
philoſophy, and @her arts and ſciences; but ara 
Otacs 
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other lords of the council ' differed in opinion, and 
fajd rothe'empreſs, © Moft excellent. lady, it-is not 
expedient that ſhe ſhould bein ſuch a tower; nor'ſuch. 
a way-inftrudted, for three reaſons—- + 

e Firk, if ſhe be in fuch a tower, your nobles and 
{adies.that frequent your-palace, .by too'often viſiting 
her, will, make hez mind more the pleaſure of the: 
court than her'learaing. .” | 2 Trak2s" 

© Secondly, Men tutors are not ſuitable for a 
princeſs of ſuch incomparable beauty; for through 
to0 much familiarity, and the weakneſs of her tender 
years, great injuries may enſue, and her princely yir- 
-ve be tained. © - © | { inor Fiy 

© Thirdly, Her attendants being but five weak la- 
dies, might for hope of fature adyancement, to pleaſe 
the young princeſs, give her too much liberty in. 
yielding . to her. fancies, and ſo deſtroy the beſt time 
' of her ſtudy. | ; | 

” But, gracious lady, there is-living not far: from 

* this He Yeven Wile Miſtreſſes, moſt expert in wiſ- 
dom, and reſolving all manner of queſtions, and who,. 
for their preat- {kill and learning, excel! all womeri 
in the world; to- whoſe-care we Tnbly adviſe your 
majeſty to commit your princely davghter.” "The 
empreſs approved of. this advice,. ſent;a lefter- to» 
command 'the Seven Wiſe Miſtreffes to appear-before- 
her; they havang received and read he nt 
eordingly attended ypon” the empreſs; who, to make 
a trial of their knowledge, demanded if they knew 
the reaſon why ſhe ſent for them... 

_ "They anſwered, « Moſt gracious ſovereign, we do; 
for it has. been reyealed to us in a dream, which was: 
this: we ſaw ahigh and mighty tree, whoſe branches 
covered all:the realm; under whoſe leaves the beaſts 
| ef the eatth ſheltered without number; and;in an 
wſtant: we izw it fall and diſſclve; ſa that nothing 
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but. the root, was remaining diſcernable, out of which 

; proceeded 2 fair yowig branch.” 
The empreſs ſaid, * Unfold the meaning thereof.” 
They replied, * The tree which we ſaw was. our 
late ſovereign lord the king; the ſpreading branches 
fignify his power extending over all his, empire, out 
of whoſe roots is ſprung a young ſcion, that 15 your 


. only daughrer, who will rule the empire with equitv 


and honour, whoſe learning and education you will 
commit to our charge.* | 
« You have ſaid nght,” anſwered Ve empreſs, *1I 
will commit my daughter to you, to be inſtruſted in 
all ſorts of literature, that ſhe may be accompliſhed, 
and fit togovern-the Roman empire after my deceaſe; 
for which you. ſhall receive encouragement from the 
royal bounty.* _ .. 2% 7 IM 
he Wiſe Miſtrefſ2s gladly undertook the charge, 
and were tranſported with joy at the generous. con- 
deſcenfion of the empreſs ;- ſo returning her thanks, 
they received the young. princeſs Sabrina, and con- 
ducted her to their puble palace. As they went, 


” 


Boadicia ſaid to her Mong « If we now ſhould ' 


teach the princeſs publickly, and grant her recourſe 


. to the pleaſant gardens, it would prove a hindrance 


to her ſtudy; befides, the. Tuſcan knights hearing 
of ſo great a beauty, might (when we leaſt think of 
it) ſteal ber away.? | | 8 ” 

Then anſwered Mardula, © Let us place herin the 
Brazen Tower, and there we will paint upon all the 
inftruments . of muſic the ſeven liberal ſciences, To 
that whenever ſhe is inclined to muſic, ſhe may at 


n 


the ſame time be put in mind of virtze andlearning.? ' 


Theſe propoſals being adhered to, the Miftreſles 
aſed their beſt fxull and diligence in attending the' 


young lady for the ſpace of ſeyen years; which be-.. 


3vg Expired, they. appointed a day to,prove her ex- 
perience 


OR J 


+ 
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perience in what ſhe had learnt; which being come, 
they put the three following queſtions to her— * 

1ſt, « What is the moſt acceptable thing to God !” 
ſhe anſwered, © To obey willingly all bis moſt holy 
commands.” 2d. * What is it gives the greateſt plea- 


ſvre and fatisfaQtion to the ſoul of man?” ſhe ſaid, 


© 'The anſwer of a good conſcience.” 3d. « What 
knowledge made women wiſeſt?” ſhe replied, © The 


knowledge of good from evil.* 


The Wiſe Miftreſles hearing theſe-acute anſwers, 
were of opini@that the princeſs would be famous 
for wiſdom, and excel her progenitors. 


T1 QOKYF, BD... 
How the Empreſs, by the Advice of her Lords, che/je 
Radamentus her A/iſtant in the Government. - 


= about the time the-princes of the land and 


all the nobility aſſembled themſelves together be- 
fore the empreſs in council, for the eleQing of a 
Grand Conſul, expert in the laws and cuſtoms of the 
empire to aſſiſt the empreſs in all teraporal affatrs', 


« 


according to the will of her late huſband the kings ' 


and they choſe one Radamentus, a wiſe and crafty: * 


Politician, and on whom the empreſs repoſed: great 


confidence, ſo that whatever he coritrived or propot- ' 


ed, ſhe was ready to ſign. This Radamentus beirig ' 

thus placed at the head of the affairs of the empire, + 
he grew haughty and ambitious of more honour; ahd * 
thinking to himſelf that the empreſs was weak' and * 


ſickly, and that it was | eop ary ſhe could not live 
ſatisfy his - ambition, than 
the hopes of making himſelf emperor after* her de- 


ceaſe; and knowing the empreſs had a young daugh- , 


ter, brought up under the tuition cf ſeven wiſe 1a- 
dies, and was the apparent heir of the crown, he 


Was. 
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was Afraid (when the came to maturity) that ſhe 
would marry, and fo fuftraie his hones, and turn his 
ambition to his own confuſion; therefore, from that 
gime he bent his ftudy to deftroy her. 

Now there was a law, that whoſoever was found 
in fornication or adultery, ſhould die without mercy. 
Upon a day, as the empreſs and Radamertus were 
both walking in the garden, Radamentis ſeemed to- 
be very melancholy; which the empreſs obſerving, 
demanded the cauſe of it: he anggered, © Now 
the realm is in perfe& peace and qUtneſs, there is: 
but one thing I requeſt of you.” + 

The empreſs fatd, + < Aſk, what you will, my lord, 
it ſhall be granted, even to the one” half ,of my do- 
minions.? gs | 

Then ſaid the conſul, * You have but one only 
daughter in the world, who is heireſs to the empire, 
and. ſhe is confined among Rone walls, where ſhe 
{pends.the flower of her youth in dull thought and 
rontelmplation, when the very meanett of your ſub- 
Je&s have an opportunity of ſ-eing and aQting the 
very things, which The (thonyh fo preat a princeſs) is: 
* only able to- imagine; wherefore ſend for her to 
court, that you, may have comfcrt of her; and ſhe 
tay ſee. the cuſtoms thereof, and* haye' recourſe to 
the council,”  -- Nh | 
, The emprck anſwered, © My 1ord, 7 am very well 
pleaſed with your requeſt, for it.is ſ:ven years fince I 
faw her.* Scon after ſhe diſpatched = meſſenger with 
& letter, expreſsly, commane 


ing the Seven Wiſe Miſc 
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the heavens, a : 
afpefs of the ptanets,. to'know if their journey to» 
the''court woult be fortunate'or no: but obſerving: 


TheSeven Wiſe Miſtrefſes.. rg; 
STORY IF. 
* TK. \ : 

How the Seven Wiſe Miſftreſſes | conſulied tht Planets 
aboit carrying the Princeſt 10» Court——and how they- 
thereby foreJaw the Defign laid againſt her Life. 

7 HEN the miſtteſfſes had peruſed the” empreſs's. 


nes. they retired mto* the garden.to view: 
ith the utmoſt ſkill conſulted the- 


a great -conterition among the figns, they foreſaw, 


that” when chey 'preſented' the young ' lady, if ſhe 


ſhould anſwer any more words: than oze, her enemies- 
would have power over her to betray her to a:moſt 
ſhameful death; ſo they were very much troubled all: 
the day; and about the evening came down the 
young Lady Sabrina to divert herſelf in the garden,. 
but perceiving the Seven Wiſe Mittreſſes very fad;. 
ſhe demanded+the cauſe of-it. [They anſwered,. © O,. 
madam, this morning we received; a letter from the 
empreſs, commanding us-to candu@ you to court ;: 
but having conſulted. the flars, ws- plainly foreſaw 
that your journey will prove fatal to you, if for the: 
ſpace of ſevendays:y0u {peak any more words than 
ene, which is FUSFA1CE;, and this is what grieves- 
us to be redueed to ſuck azhazard, after we have had. 
ſuch ſucceſs in your education. 

The young princeſs then viewed the firmament 
herſelf, obſerved the motion of the ſtars, and found 
their ſayings true; but ſaid, © If you will fallow my 
advice I queſtion not but I ſhall be able to bring you: 
off, and-myſelf likewiſe with. honour,” The miſtreſles 


remiſige to be direed by her, *I ſhall be accuſed,” 
VAB"E F "* Gai 
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ſaid ſhe, © by a wicked perſon, but if you ſeven will 
ſeverally ſpeak for me to my mother, the empreſs 
each day one, tHe ſeven fataF days will be-over, and 
then I may ſpeak for myſelf, and defend my inno- 
cence.”.. ear bh 
The miſtreſſes unanimouſly approved her propoſal, 
and when they were :alone, with great joy they ſaid, 
£ What a happineſs is it for us to educate this inge- 
nious lady, whoſe fame and wifdom willl one or 
make her the greateſt empreſs in the world. —_ 
The day appointed by the empreſs being .come, 
they cloathed the princeis in cloth of. gold, decked 
her with rich ornaments, and provided a chariot, 
drawn. by ſix white fteeds, and in a magnificent man- 
.ner, attended by a train-of pure virgins, ſhe direQed 
her courſe towards the empreſs's. court. 
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STORY Y.. 


How the Empreſs, attended by all ber Princes and Lords, 
. event to meet the Princeſs. 


"i empreſs hearing the Seven Wiſe Miftrefſes 
were upon the road with her young daughter, 
Sabrina, ſhe cauſed all her chariots to be made rea- 
dy, and with her heralds, trophies, and banners, at- 
tended by all her nobles, rode to tneet them. 

In the mean time, the Wiſe Miſtreſſes addrefling 
themſelves to the princeſs ſaid, < If you pleaſe, ma- 
dam, we will go to ſome private place in the city, 
and diligently obſerve the planets in their ſeveral 
motions, for the preſervation of your life.? 

To this the young lady willingly condeſcended, 
and bowed her head, as though ſhe ſaid, Remember 
me in my neceflity; and fo they departed, and the 
young lady continued her journey. ﬀ 

g 
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As ſoon as the empreſs met ber, ſhe took her jnvo- 
her own chariot, and claſping her in her agms, kifſed 
- her, ſaying,. © O, my dear davghter, the only delight 
F have in the. world; whom God preſerve for future 
bleflings,. how i{3- 1t with you? Now I hope. you are- 
fitly qualified by learning to. ſit inany throne after. me, 
and govern with glory and honour the: people which 

be committed untoyour charge. 'Theempreſls,- 
g ſtic would: make a pertinent. ay gt accord- 
ing to She great wiſdgm' ſhe had 
dowed with, _ Fr gs pe her 
for fear - fome- d 
Gmetimes the. i at hay 
years learning'o pn”; The might-fi 
own; with ia. great many other. .itha 
fear and: fancy fuggeſted to her; but PRICE. dg 
x0 hear her ve i demanded-wh: at ſhe hat jp Loſs 
| ears with the ' Seven” Wiſe Miftrefſes. 
| « Jusrzen.” ſo. bowed: herſelf and 
ake not a word more.” * 
__ acquainted her' foals EIN con- 
dition- ws daughter was ir, and ſaid,. the miftreſſes 
Hould die the moſt ſhameful death that.. could be 
thought of; but being willing once. more to try 
ker, when ſhe came into the palace, ſhe took her by 
he hand and led her into the gardenand placed her 
y her 1 in the arbgur, and ſaid, ©My dear daughter. 
hoy 33 pen, ink, and paper, if you will not ſpeak. 
.write the reaſon-of pay lence.” The princeſs, tak- 
.Ing the pen in her hand, wrote theſe lines— 
Through led viag, aubich doth me adorn,, 
T very. plainly fee,. 
That £®. avhere under I wvasborn,, 
roves hazardaus to me: 
And 1 in bed have lately dream'd 
What fportly.muft enſues. 
: | T eve: 
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. 4 ſeven times ſhall be:condemned. 
" In judgement ſeat by.you. 
When the empreſs had read theſe lines, ſhe was af- | 
teniſhed, and being exceedingly troubled to think 
that ſhe ſhould. give-judgement. ſeven. times agaidft 
her own daughter, ſhe wrung her hands, agd lament- 


- 


xr, and 
e chief 


e wiſe miſtreſſes. But God was þ 
tne. 


the heart of the empteſs,not to.le ber ga'yi 
whereby be miſſed his perfigious cm rt 
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| STORY VI... 


How Radamentus tcok his Opportunity to ſurpriſe 1ht 
Princeſs in the Garden—ard how, being repulſed & 
ber, he conſpired to take away her Life. 


— 
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|) pink after this, being at his cham- 
ber window, efpied the princeſs walking alone 
in the garden, having left the key ui the door, where- 
upon going down, he came to the Iady on a ſudden 
as ſhe was contemplating under 4 tree. The princeſs, 
ſtartled at the unexpeed preſence of Radamentus, 
began to bluſh, ſo that there appeared in her face 
ſuch a crimſon tinCure, that the malice of Radamentus 
was turned into a great love for her, which he thus 

- declared tg her—" Moltlovely lady, give me leave to 
tell 
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tell you, that the firſt time I ſaw you, your -beauty 
kindled a fire within my breaſt, and now the ſight of 
you confirms the ſame, which nothing can allay, ex-, 
cept you vouchſafe me the pleaſure to fleep with you 
npon this bed of roſes, and repoſe ourſelves in the 
boſom of love.” | 

| The royal princeſs turning about, with ſcornful 
geſture, gave 4 repulſe to his Iaſcivious requeſt, 
which turned his love to ſuch fury, that ranning out 
of the garden, he cried vut that he ſaw the princeſs 
with a man under a fig tree, commiting the foul fin of 
fornication, to the. breach of the Jaw, the ſhame of 
her parents, and the deſtruQtion of her own ſoul.? 

' The empreſs hearing this was ſtruck with horror 
and amazement, but having recovered herſelf, ſhe 
thus expoſtulated—< How unhappy antT in ſuch a 
daugiliter, who in the firſt place was delivered to me, 
ſpeechleſs, when I expeQted her to be per in 


, the knowledge of. arts and ſciences; and-how, when 
I hoped ſhe was adorned with virtue, ſhe is given up 


to vice! Would to-God the day of her birth Jiad 
been the day of her burial, - fe 
'" Thus the empreſs believed all that the wicked 
conſul had. reported:--the nobles that-were preſent 
aſked where he” fow this. He anſwered;” © Urider a 
fig-tree.* But,” faid he, © the man, when he per- 
ceived me, ran away.” Then the nobles haſted into 
the garden, and finding the princeſs walking by her- 
elf, they 'aſked, what- man had -been there-with her? 
ſhe anſwered nothing. | Then the empreſs ſceing ſhe 
was in the garden, as Radamentus had reported, be- 


"heved all he faid, and in a ru rage commandedher 


to be burnt at a ſtake; but the ladies, addrefling 
themſelves to the einpreſs, ſaying,. © Gra&ioys lady, 


ſhe is your only daughter, therefore ler 'her*haye « 


littte 'repoſe, tilf” you better conſider of the matter ; 
| - bs 
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it may chance w proye a niftake of the conſul, and. 
f you put her to OY raſhly, it will turn to your dif- 
honour, and we ſhall*be reproached. of all. nations; 
wheretore Jet a day be appointed forher trial, and if 
the twelve judges of your empire fing ker guilty, at. 
her be condemned in form by the la.” | 

», The.loye ;of the pprefy. to her. daughter,. over - 
coming. her raſhneſs, the hearkened to this advice. 
and committed. her to. prifon for. the preſent. 

STORY VH 


How Radamentus complained againſt the Prince/F, and 
accuſed her of Fornication. 

I AP AMENTUS finding his accuſation-ſucceded, 
4A omitted nothing for the proſecution thereof; and 
coming tq the.empreſs with a, dezeRed. look, ſhe faid, 
© My. grave lord and counſellor, why are you ſo fad ?? 
«0 * anſyered he, © becapſe of the diſgrace 
the; lewdneſs, of your laſcivious daughter beings upon 
the, whole, empire, and.if you ſuffer her to hve any 
longers. you Will he, accounted as bad. yourſelf; , for 
people will readily ſay, What.need we fear to bxca 
Me law, fipce:the hw-makers dy it? The daughter of 
the empreſs.15:2, trumpet, apd:the-empreſs protects 
bez in 13; apd, thus through, her.gaeans we ſhall, have 
vice ſuppented, and. virtue depreſled.?,., 

The empreſs zeplied, © To preyentall theſe eyils, 
to-morrow wall I' fit in judgement, and ſhe ſhall die 
by the.law.” Then _ mtg > = as good as 
Your word,mada My VHE YOlty 428k.1t BAPPEn to Yau. 
as it did to a lady in, Cappadocia.” The.gmpreſs defir- 
wg to know how that was, Radamentus began thus 

The firſt Story 'or Example of Radamentus, / 
FTP BHERE: lived a lady.in Cappadocia, who had in 
I her garden.z well of ſuch virtue, that whoſo-- 


Ev er 


. 
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ever was bit by any venomous deaft, the water thereof 
would immediately cure tzem. It happened one day 
a5 the lady was gathering flowers, ſhe eſpied in the 
corner of the garden, by the fide of 2 little rock, a 
ſmall fiream of water abundantly more clear than the 
"virtuous well; which . made her imagine.if the rock 
was cut, there would iſſue a water more excellent than 
that of the well; ſhe therefore ſaid to the gardener, 
< Procure me a workman to cut a paſſage out of. this 
"rock, that I may have a fountain here; and I'will 
give you charge over it to ſee it done.” = 
The gardener did ſo; but the lady coming another 
time to ſee the ſpring, it did not appearwith a current 
ſo ſtrong as ſhe expeRted, ſo demanding the reaſon of 
it, the' gardener ſaid, © The original ſpring was deep 
in the earth, and had two ways, oneito the well and 
the other to the rock; but that to the well being 
ſtrongeſt, drew the water moſt, and made the other 
to. be weak. | ; 
Then ſaid the lady, © Deftroy the well then, for 
; doubtleſs this ſpring will prove the better water.” 
The gardener did ſo, and another day the lady came 
into:the garden to ſee the new ſpring, and to taſte 
the water, but it proved very bitter; and having it's 
courſe, through a tin mine, it putrjfied the ſores, and 
augmented the pain of thoſe that bathed therein; 'ſo 
that jk: curſed the counſellors that advifed the 
lady to deſtroy - the virtuous well. Now, madam,” 
aid Radamentus, ,* I will give you the meaning of 
'what I have (aid. | 


The EXPLANATION. 


The virtuous well, great lady, betokens yourſelf, 
. who governs the people with ſuch equity, that who- 
+2ever complains tg, you, have their grievances imme- 
lincy wind - The 


- 
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The young ſpring is. your graceleſs, laſcivious 

daughter, who will cauſe your imperial name to be 
blaſted, and your virtuous government deſpiſed ; 
her aQtions, like the water of the new fpring, are 
bitter, as running through a tin mine; that is, a baſe 
and wicked behaviour, ſo that ſhe will ſoon break 
your heart; then all people will curſe the counſellors 
.that adviſed you to lether live. Therefore, great 
lady, to prevent it, before ſhe is rooted in vidked- 
_ I adviſe-you to put her to death, leſt the curſes 
of the people follow you.” | - 

* I will prevent it,” faid the empreſs, © for to-mor- 
row ſhe ſhall die without fail.” 

When the day was come, the empreſs command- 
ed her officers to lead her away to be burnt; and as 
ſhe was led through the city, cloathed in white lawn, 
the trumpet ſounded her doleful funeral, the people 
ran out and wept, crying, * Alas! alas! - The only 
daughter of the empreſs is leading to death!” 

Then came Halicujab, the firſt miſtreſs, to whom 
the young. lady bowed her head, as if ſhe had ſaid, 
© Remember mc when you come before my mother.” 
When ſhe came to the court, the empreſs {aid with a 
ern countenance, © Thou ungrateful and vile wo- 
man, how halt thop tutored my child ! T delivered her , 
to thee virtuous and hopeful, but thou haſt returned 
her the wickedeſt creature in the world, for which 
thou ſhalt die a cruel death.” - ui 

Then ſaid the miftref',' © 'Gratiouslaty,the”-Di- 
vine Powers know that your daughter is not ſpeech- 
leſs without a good cauſe; but for the fin of fornica- 
tion, we can all ſafely teſtify, that, for the ſpace of 
ſeven years, we never ſaw the leaſt wickedneſs by 
her, either. in thought, word, or deed; andif you 

ut her to death, only for the accuſation of Rada- 
mentus, it will happen to you as it did to the _ 
7 0 | RY _ 
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of Syria, who poiſoned her huſhand through the per- 
ſuaſion of one wicked perſon.” 

The empreſs deſired to h*ar this ſtory; the miſ- 
treſs ſaid, the princeſs might be dead before ſhe made 
an end; but if ſhe would recall her till ſhe had done, 
ſhe would declare it. The empreſs conſenting, and 
committiry the princeſs to priſou, the miſtreſs began 
as follows— 


The EXAMPLE of the Firf Wifreft. 


N the kingdom of Syria reigned a queen of great 

renown, and of ſuch excellent beauty, that many . 

_ great kings and princes came to-court Her, 'each hop- 

. Ing ſhe ſhould be his, 'The queen delighting. much 

to ſee jufts and tournaments, a day was appointed 
for every one to ſhew his valour before her, 

But amongſt all the candidates there was none to 
be compared for beauty and valour to Darſius Prince 
of Parthia; who performed ſuch gallant ations, over- 
coming all the kings and princes ' that were there, 
which ſo pleaſed the queen, that ſhe cauſed the trum- 
pets and drams to welcome him from the field; and 
the trophies of his victories to be carried-before him, 
and on the next day fent for him to the palace, where 
being arrived, he modeiily kneeled before the queen, 
and offered to kiſs her hand; the queen being charm=- 
ed with his behaviour, ſaluted him with ber lips; and 
giving him further encouragement, they grew ſo in- 
_ timate, that in a while, ſhe took him for her huſband, 
making him joint king of Syria with her, to the 

reat Joy of her ſubje&Rs; to whom he behaved him- 
Zi with ſuch'clemency and juſtice, that he was be- 
loved of all. The queen, for her part, loved the 
king ſs well, he mutually returning her affeRion, 

-that there never was a happicr pair. 
They 
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They had -not been long married, when a letter 
came from King of Parthia, his father, who lay upon 
his death bed, enjoining him to come with all ſpeed 
to him, that he might take poſſeſſion of the kingdom 
of Parthia after. his d-ceaſe. 

While the. king was gone, an evil counſelor in the 
court, being. in love with the queen, intercepted all 
the king*s letters, and informed the queen that he 
had married another lady in his own country ; which 
raiſed ſuch-a- jealouſy in her, that ſhe tore the orna- 
ments of her head, wringing her hands, ſaying, < O! 


--my dear lord! -wherein have I offended you, that 


another ſhould reap the conſolation of your love ?%— 
The king, in-the mean time, wondering he could not 


receive any letter from the queen, likewiſe lamente?, 
 faying,. *Q! my dear lady! What is the reaſon Þ 


can never hear how you do, nor how the affairs of 
your--kingdom itand?? | h 
All this while the wicked counſellor intercepted, 
their letters on both ſides, and at laſt, invented' a 
ftrong poiſon, telling the queen, it was.of ſuch vir- 
tue ha 16 ſhe ſhould cauſe a ring to be made hot 
low, and put a little of this in it, and ſend it to the 
king as a token it would cauſe him to forſake all. 
other women, and make haſte home to her. | 
The "” believing this wicked counſellor was 
very glad, and without the advice of any other, cauſ- 
ed a ring to be made, as he ſaid, and put therem the 
poiſon, and ſent it away to her huſband. When the 
meſſenger came before him, he preſented the ring 


.,. to-him.; The barmleſs king joyfully put it on, ſay- 


ing, it was the moit wholeſale; preſent he ever re- 


| ceived.; But ſoon after his finger beginning to ſwell, 


he ſent for his phyſicians, who aid, , it was enven- 
emed with the ftrongeſt-poiſons id the world, and he 
mult cut zt off ;- which accordingly was done; then 
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his arm began to ſwell, and in like manner that wag 
cut off to ſave*his' life." But the good king finding 
the poiſon began to infe& the other parts of-his body 
he TS racs againſt the queen— 4 

« O thou ungrateful woman! why haſt thou dona 
thus to him who loved thee equal to his own ſoul? , 
Thou haſt done that by poifon, , which the ſtouteſt 
champion could not effe& by arms ! How could thou. 
return infeftious potſon for the moſt ardent love? 
Maſt I, that won the greateſt glory that ever came ta 
Syria, at laſt be baſely conquered by the treacherous | 
force of poiſon, and the wicked arts of a perfidious 
wife ?wn—_—_O ungratetyl woman ! —— What haft thoa . 
gained but the reproach of all nations, and the 
curſes of 'good people !'— And ſaying this, he. 
Funk down 1n his chair and ſodied.  * "Js 

Then the mefſenger hafted home and told the: 
queen what had happened, and that all which the ; 
counſellor had told her of the king wes falfe. - At_ 
which the - queen fell a weeping and wringing her | 
hands, ſaying, © O what have I done! what have T 
done! I have, by the advice ofean evil counſellor, 
ſlain my dear hufband the king! O curſed traitor! 
would God I had never followed thy wicked coun- 
ſel! But this hand that firſt Kaved the curſed ring K 
ſhall put an end to this miſerable life!* And .ſo tak» 
ing a knife, ſhe thruſt it into her breaſt, and inſtant» 
ly-expired, | 

Then faid the miſtreſs, © Underſtand you, Mas 
dam, what I have ſaid ?*— Yes, very well,” ſaid the 
empreſs, © You have ſhewed me a good example, 
without doubt this day my daughter ſhall not die; 
this was one ef the wickedeſt counſellors that ever _ 
lived.* The miſtreſs replied, < Then you: will 49 
wiſely, and I thank you for ſparing your daughter's 
life. this day for my 1iake.* 
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' The Second Complaint of Radamentus, bh 98 


HEN Radamentus underſtood. the. princeſ . 
. had obtained pardon through the means of 
icujah, he retired to his chamber, and pretended 
exceflively to grieve and lament, and refuſed to. come 
to council; whereat the empreſs was much troubled, 
and 'ſending for him demanded the cauſe of his 
2nef, and the reaſon why he did not attend the 
council. He anſwered— . 

s What greater trouble can there be, madam, ts 
an innocent man, than to be reviled and unjuſtly 
traduced by every vulgar tongue? All the people - 
know 1 have the honour to be your affiſtant in the " 
empire; and as they believe I ſteer at the helm of 
Juſtice, they will conclude that 'I permit vice, ' and 

anzſh virtue from your court, ſeeing there has been 
«he.crimes of whoredom and fornication committed 
in your palace, even by the empreſs's daughter, 
and yet ſhe remains'unpuniſhed. *l his will not on- 
1y* be. a ſcandal to meg but to your majeſty, whoſe 
adminiſtration will become an obje& of contempt to 
he whole world, if you ſuffer he crimes to paſs 
wyith impunity. And beſides it will certainly happen 
toyou as it did to the Queen of Epirus, who had 
fuch another wicked daughter.” . 

The empreſs. defring to hear how it was, Rada- 
Wentus began as follows — 


Phe Second Example of Radamentus. 


had one only daughter, whom ſhe tendered above 
her life, This daughter grew very crafty _ am= 


by 


I: Epirus reigned a. virtuous widow = who 
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+itious, and often converſed with a ſorcereſs, -te 
whom ſhe complained, that there was but one noble, 
man (who was her mother's moſt faithful and chief 


" Eonſeltor) that hindered her from having her will 


and liberty. 

The ſorcereſs anſwered, © I will teach you how to 
betray his life, and then you may do well enough 
with your mother.” She deſiring to be taught, the 
ſorcereſs replied. . 

* When he is walking in the garden, go to hint, 
andif he fit down, fit you by him; 1t will be a pro- 
vocation to move his ſpirit, and if .he proceed, then 
give him encouragement; but if he refuſe, cry ouy, 

e has raviſhed you.” 
In purſuance to this advice, this wigked wretcR 


- &wvatching an opportunity, ſat by this nobleman, and 


ſmiling upon him, ſmott bim gently with the palm 
of her hand upon his cheek, and ſaid, « Come, let us 
doltace ourſelves in the boſom of love, until the d 
evening.* | 
The nobleman modeſtly excuſing himſelf, tha 

priaceis tore her hair, and cnied aut, * Alas! alas8 
what ſhall I do!” The queen being at the window, 
heard the cry, looking out, eſpicd her daughter in 
the garden, crying and wine her hands; then 
ſending her lords to kno:y the matter, the princeſs 
faid, * This man, (weaning the harmleſs Jord) under * 


yonder tree, hath robbed me of my virginity.? 


The 
' queen hearing this, ſaid, © He ſhall furely die.* The 


tords anſwered, « Ir 15 ene to hear ham before you 
put him to death,*—* Nay,” faid the queen, *I have 
heard my daughter, what need we any Mfrther wit- 
neſs? I will believe her teſtimony above that of 
the world.” And thereupon commanded the lord to 
be led away and put to death, which accordingly 
was done. ' And from that time the prince(s always 

BZ {ought 
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ſought the deſtruftion of her mother ; to effe@ which, 
on a tune ſhe accoſted her thus— | 
© Moſt honoured madam, the obedience which I 


- owe your majeſty, both as my mother and my ſove- 


reign, obliges me to adviſe you not to undervalue 
yourſelf to ſpeak to every mean ſubje that comes 
to implore juſtice; for, Familiarity breeds Contempt. 
But if you pleaſe to give me a commiſſion to deter- 
mane all cauſes under your majeſty, git will make you 
more reſpected, and likewiſe caſe you of many trou- 
bleſome affairs.” 

The queen believing all that her daughter ſaid 
was for het good, accordingly ſent forth a proclama- 
tion, © That all perſons whatſoever, having buſineſs 
at court, ſhould addreſs themſelves to her daughter.” 
To the people that came to her, ſhe appeared very 
muld, affable, and courteous, thereby infiauating 
herſelf into her-affeftion; tro whom ſhe took her 
opportunity toſay, © My mother is very peeviſh, be- 
ing ancient, but if you will take me for your ſove- 
reign, I will do you juſtice according to the due ad- 
miniſtration of the law.* At which words they were 
all very joyful, and promiſed faithfully to perform 
it. And faid the, © Raiſe an army, and ſtand on your 
own defence, and plead that the ſubſidies, and the 
heavy taxes are too weighty for you to bear; and 
then you ſhall ſoori hear from me.” So the rude 
multitude did as this daughter adviſed them; and 
then ſhe went to her mother, and acquainted her, 
that there was a faftious people had rebelled, and it 
was pood to ſuppreſs them in time, leſt they ſhould 
grow too numerous. | he queen then gave her 
the ſupreme authority, in granting commiſſions to 
raiſe an army; and' having tuld ter mother, that 
ſhe muſt have a great quantity of gold to pay them, 
the queen delivered two hundred thouſand marks 

(0 


YM 


The'Seven Wiſe Miſtrefſes. 29 


of gold, with which ſhe haſted to her faQtious crew? 
whom ſhe paid with her mother's own treaſure, and 
gave them commiſſions under the royal ſeal; ſo that 
all the reſt of her ſabje&ts were amazed, for ſeein 
their commiſſions under tlie queen's ſeal, all lay ſtill, 
thinking it had been no rebellion. 

At laſt this new army advanced towards the court,. 
where being come this wicked wretch haſte! to her 
mother, and told her, that ſhe, by fair perſuaſions, 
had afſuaged the fury of the people, and brought 
them there to beg pardon, which ſhe defired her ma- . 
jeſty to grant them. _ 

The queen always repoſing a great confidence in 
her wicked daughter's advice, condeſcended, and as 
ſhe was going out to ſign their pardon, being con- 
duQted by her daugiter, ſhe paſſed over a bridge, 
and a board tilting up, the queen fell into a cauldron 
of boiling oil, that her 'vicked daughter had pro- 
vided, and thereby was deltroyed. 
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And afterwards was this wicked wretch proctaim- 
ed queen, whoſe laſcivious ations and cruel tyranny 
cauſed all the neighbouring nations, as well as her 
own ſubjedts, to hate her; mſomuch that as ſhe was 
coming through the city of Combro, a butcher's 
man daſhed out her brains with his cleaver. 

Radamentus then faid to rhe empreſs, «* Undey- 
itand Yap , madam, what I have ſaid?* The emprefs 
anſwered, * Yes, very well, my lord; therefore to 
prevent theſe evils, this day my daughter ſhall die. | 

Accordingly ſhe commanded her daughter to be 
led to the plate of execution; and'as ſhe was going, 
the eas Mitrefs addrefied herſelf to the =, 
and domg great reverence, faid— _ 

*O preat lady, if you put to death your daughter 
for the words of Radamentus, it will happen worſe 
fo you than it did toa lady of Barbary and her licn.? 
"The empreſs ſaid, « Pray hew me how it was.* Then 
he princeſs being called back, the Miſtreſs began az 
follows | : 


The BKX AMPLE of the Second Miftreh 


Certain lady of Barbary and her huſhand hav. 

"\ ing undertaking a long voyage, it happened 
hat the wind proving boiſterous and ccntrary, they 
were forced to be a tedious time at ſea, fo that all 
aheir proviſions were ſpent; and having continued 
without food, till nature could ſubfift no longer, they 
threw dice who ſhould be killed firſt to feed the reſt; 
ſo they cat one apother in order as they began, till 
all werpeat except this lady and her huſband; whoa 
. pure love hindered from eating each other.  Arlaft, 


having cat all they had to ſubliſt upon, they reſolved ' 


80 die together, and {ewed themſelgs in one carpet, 


and 
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and laid them down upon the deck, ſaying, * The 
great God of heavenandearth afliſt us.” Ry the tne 
they were lulled to ſleep by the rocking of the waves, 
there chanced to come vpvn the deck a great griffin, 
(that is, half an ezgle and half a lion, ſo that it 3s. 
neither bird nor beaſt, but a creature as ſtrong A9 A 


© horſe, and couH fly) and took up the carpet in her 


claws, with the ladyand her huſband, as a prey fot: 
her young _ ones, . and carried them into a ſtrange 
ifland, inhabited by lions, bears, wolves, and ſuch. 
like ſtrange beaſts: witen the grifiin had brought it 
into its den, and he and his young began to-peck at 
the carpet, which awakened the lady and her huſ- 
band, who being a ſtout hero, opened the carpet, and 
eſpicd landy and having his ſivord with him, fought 
deſperately with the griflin, and flew her and alt 
her young, But.not knowing howto get off from 
this Iſland, they wandered up and down till the mam 
died, and then the - poor ady was alone, and conkr 
forted by none but God alone. It happenedon a tink 
as this lady was wandering about the wilderneſs, ſhs 
chanced to meet a mighty he lion, whoſe roazingy 
ſeemed to her like claps of thunder, at whoſe fig 
ſhe fell to the ground, ſaying, © O-great JehovahI 
who holdeth the power of all creatures in thy hands, 
have mercy upon me!* And as ſhe drew near unts 
him, ſhe diſcovered that he halted and groaned, a» 
though he wanted help; ſo ſhe ventured to him, and 
looking Ih his foot, which he held up patiently, found 
therein a great thorn, which ſhe drew out; this 
done, the lion fawned upon her and licked her, and 
ſhewed a great love and kindneſs to her, leading her 
to his den, where ſhe continued for a Jong ſeaſon, 
feeding upon nothing hut the prey the lion brought 
her, and which way foever ſhe walked, the liom 
would attend upon her, and preſerve her from al-a- 
vage beaſts, B 4 At. 
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At laſt ſhe was. mourning .to herſelf, ' deploring 
her condition in living in ſuch obſcurity in a foreign 
country, whoſe daily companion was but a ſavage 
beaſt, her mind yearning after her own habitation, 
ſhe thus complained— O how hath fortune frowned 
on me, that-I am driven from all human ſociety, and 
am plad to_ take my living with. the beaſts of the 
feld!' As ſhe thus complained to herſelf, the devil 
<Chanced to appear to hef, and demanded the cauſe 
of her complaint; and ſhe told him all as you have 
heard, 

Then ſaid he to her, © What wilt thou give, and I 
will provide a ſhip ſhall carry thee home to thy own 
country ?* She anſwered, ©-Half my eſtate.'—" Nay, 
faid the devil, © if thou wilt give thy ſoul at the end 
of twelve years, I will ſet- thee in thy own country, 
and thou ſhalt live and flouriſh for that term.*—* God 
forbid,” ſaid thelady, © I will firſt end my wretched 
life in this ſorrowful xland.” 

< Why then,” ſaid the devil; < I'llmake this bargain - 
with you—lIf you can abſtaiu from ſleeping all the 
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fime of your voyage, which ſhall be but three days*. 
I'll have nothing to do with your ſoul; but if you 
fleep, I'll have it, as I faid.* Upon this bargain the , 
lady ventured, provided ſhe might have her hon with 
her; ſaib was concluded, and a brave ſhip came, and 
took in the lady and her lion; who, whenever ſhe 
laid down, laid down by her, and if- ſhe offered to 
Rumber, the lion would touch her with his paw, by . 
which means ſhe kept awake all the yoyage, until 
the landed in her own country. | 

When ſhe was arrived at Barbary, ſhe went to her 
father's houſe and knocked at the gate, which the 
porter opened with ſpeed ; but thinking, becauſe ſhe 
was meanly , ſhe was a beggar, he frowninghy 
ſhut it again, ſaying, , « Here 1s nothing for you.” 
Then ſhe knocked again at the gate, and aſked the 
porter, if ſuch a knight lived there; (meaning her 
father) and he ſaid, © Yes.” Then ſaid ſhe, * Pray de- 
liver this piece of a ring unto him.” Now this rin 
was the ſame ſhe brake betwixt her father and herſelf 
at her departure out of the land ; then the porter 
dcliverd the ring to his maſter, ſaying, © A beggar 
woman at the gate defired me to deliver this piece 
of a ring unto yeu.* When the knight faw the ring, 
he ſwooned away for joy; but when he was revived, 
he ſaid, * Call her in, for ſhe 1s my only daughter, 
whom I thought was dead.” Then ſaid the porter, 
© I dare not call her in, for there is a mighty great 
lion with her.'—* Though there be,” ſaid the knight, 
© call her in.* Then the porter going to her, Rid, 
© Youare tvcome in, but leave your lion out.'—*No,? ' 
faid the lady, © my lion walketh where I go, and 
where he is not, there will I not be.” 

Then the porter opened the gate, and when ſhe 
came to her father ſhe fell down on her knees and * 
wept: her father took her up in his arms and kifled * 
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her, weeping as faft; but ſoon after, cloathed her in 
ſumptuous apparel, he placed her by him in a chair, 
and demanded the relation of her travels; ſhe de- 
clared unto him all that had happened, and how the 
lion ha faved her life, and was the greateſt comfort 
the hat in the wilderneſs; as he has been related. 
Afterwards, as the knight was going into. his wood, 
to view his young kokes, he met with a wild boar, 
who ran towsrds him; the lion loved the old 
Enight, and was by chance, walking under the fide 
of the edge, and ſcenting-the boar, he ran with all 
ſpeed to the affiftance of the knight, which the ſtew- 
ard perceiving, ran into the How and cried, * The 
Hon isrenning after my maſter to deſtroy him.* Then 
the lady ſent after him ten' of her {Frvants, who met 
&he lion with his mouth all bloody, and they ran 
back and told the lady, the lion had deſtroyed her 
Father; then faid the lady, « O woe'is me that ever 
'T was born! I have brought 2 lion far to deſtroy my 
own father!” And ſaying this, ſhe commanded her 
fervants to ſlay the lion; which was no ſooner done,. 
Þut her father came in and ſaid, * I have met with. 


a wi'd boar, who had ſurely deſtroyed me, but that _: 


the lion -came to my afliftance, and flew him, and 
fo ſaved my life.” When the lady heard this, ſhe 
wrung her hands, faying, © Alas} alas! for the words. 
of a wicked ſteward, I have flain my lion, who hath 
ſaved both my life and my father's! curſed be the 
time I was adviſed by him. 

The miſtreſs then ſaid, * Does your majeſty un- 
derftand what I bave ſaid ??—< Yes, very well,” faid& 
the empreſs, © you have ſhewed me the, danger. of evil 
council, which cauſed the lady to ſlay ſo fine a Hon; 
furely I will beware of ſach. bad advice; my daugh- 
ter hall not dig this day,” The miftreſs ſaid, « If you 
de fo, you will do well; therefore I commit ydu to 


- 
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God, and am obliged to your majeſty for ſaving you® 


+ daughter this day for my ſake.?. 


The Third Complaint of Radamentus. 


HEN Radamentus underſtood the princets | 
was not dea1, he kept his Thamber, tors 
his hair, grieved much, and ſaid, « The ſtate of ths 
empire lies gyoaning under the ſcandal of all nations, 
and is the very ſink of wickedneſs.* And as he was 
thus complaining, ſome of his attendants over-hear- 
ing him, went and told it to the empreſs; and ſhe, 
going to him, aſked-the cauſe of his lamentation : 
he anſwered, © O, great lady! how can I otherwiſe 
chuſe, when I reflect on the great ſcandal that lies on 
the empire —_ the laſciviouſneſs of your grace- 
leſs daughter, and cannot yet have juſtice executed 
on her, whereby we may waſh away the ftain that re-- - 
mains on your honour and my reputation; the world 
knows I am your affiſtant in the government; and as 
there is no more regard had to the laws, I have juſt 
cauſe to leave your realm, - and ſuffer you to plunge 
yourſelf into:the deluge of unhappingſs that will-of 
courſe enſue; only the love I bear to you and your 
ſubjects deters me from it ; you know, great lady, if. 
I hould leave you to yourſelf, through your eaſineſs 
in believing fabulous ſtories, it would tend. to your: 
utter deftruttion.” ; ON 
Then ſaid the empreſs, © My grave lord:and coun- 
ſellor, paſs by ſorrow at this-time, and I will never 
negle& your requeſt, but. take your advice.” 
Then replied Radamentus, © I wiſh-you would; ee 
I fear it wall happen-to you as .it did to a lady in the- 
kingdom'of Utergo,.who tendered her cat-as ſhe did 
her own life, till at laſt it had-like to have tore her 
throx,'—" Prithee,” faid the empreſs,. * ſhew mg the 
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example.'—* That I will gladly do,” faid Radamen= 
tus, and began as follows— | | 


The Third Example of Radamentus, 


T' the kingdom of Utergo lived a lady who had 
but one only daughter, whom ſhe loved above 
iderſelf; ſhe hearing there was a wiſe and. learned 
evoman not far from her own court, committed her 
_ to her care, to be educated and infirated 
in all arts and learning. DUE | 
It proved that this woman was very. ſkilful indeed, 
For ſhe was the greateſt ſorcercſs in all that land, tho? 
unknown to the lady; fo that inſtead of inftrufting' 
the child in uſeful and virtuous learning, ſhe'taught 
Her the art of necromancy, and in ſeven years time 
learnt her to transform herſelf into the likeneſs of a 
Cat. Z «XR "IP 
Upon a time, the lady ſent for this learned wo- 
man to come to her, and bring her daughter with 
her, thas ſhe might ſee how ſhe kad improved - her- 
ſelf in learning. Being -come, the lady aſked her 
daughter three queſtions, viz. ' Wc © RP 
ft, © What 1s moſt pleaſing to-.nature-when it is 
Tatisfied?” She anſwered, «© Eaſe;: for when the- 
belly is full the bones deſire reſt.” BS . 
'2d; * How far is it to the bottom of the ſea?” .She .. 
anſwered, © A ſtone's throw.? SEES 
3d. © How Tong: is the fun and moon -going round 
the world ?* She anſwered, © Four-and twenty hours. 
Thenſaid the lady, © You have-anſwered me'well, 
doubtleſs thou wilt prove a witty. woman? :They 
walking in ber parlour, ſhe ſhewed. the. miſtreſs, a de- 
licate fine cat ſhe had; and the miſtreſs ſaid, *< It isin- 
deed a brave cat, but I have the-fineſt cat at. home 
that ever was'ſcen; for ſhe- will waiz- at table, ng 
: L 1t- 
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diſcover loſt things, ſo that there 1s not the like t© 
her in the whole. world.* Then faid the lady, « Pris 


- thee let me have that cat.” The miſtreſs anſwered, 


© If you will let your daughter abide with me ſeven 
years longer, 7'!l preſent you with the cat.* The 
lady readily conſented thereto: ſo the learned wo- 
man departed with the prinecefs. Being got home, 
ſhe told her, that if ſhe would play her part, ſhe 
would teach her how ſhe ſhould enjoy all the plea- 
ſure the world conld afford, She anſwering, .none 
was more ready to learn than ſhe; the ſorcereſs 
ſaid, * You mult transform yourſelf into the likeneſs 
of a cat, and I will preſent you to-your mother.” 
To which conſenting, the ſorcereſs took her, haſt- 
ed away, and preſented her to her mother in the 
ſhape of a cat, being of four diſtin& colours, blue, 
red, green, and yellow. Then faid the lady, * This 
is the fineſt cat F ever ſaw.” and taking her in her 
lap, ſhe fed it with white bread and milk, and 
would never fit down to meat, but the cat muſt be 

at her elbow. EE 
In a little time the cat, began to play her pranks; 
for there was a maid living m the houſe whoſe car- 
riage was civil, converſation honeſt, and who had 
been a faithful ſervant all her life. This cat could 
open any lock, and ſhut it again; ſo ſhe would open 
the lady's cabinet, take out money, and lay it in 
the way where the maid ſhould find it; fometimes 
in the garden, ſometimes in the ſtreet: the lady 
miſling her money and having no ſuſpicion of the _ 
maid 1n the leaſt, wondered what ſhould become of 
it; at laſt ſhe miſſed the bracelet out of her cloſet, 
which the cat had 'took, and laid where the maid 
ſhould come; ſo the maid when ſhe found it, little 
thinking it was her lady's, put it into her trunk; af- 
terwards as the maid i-ukbs out her A 
Y 
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lady ſtanding by her, the: bracelet fell beſide the: 
wunk, and the cat ſnatched it up in her paws, znd' 
leaped into the lady's lap;. when the lady ſaw it the: 
cried out, © O thou graceleſs creature? I have found 
thee out; Have I kept thee ſo many years, and in-- 
truſtzd the with all I had in the world,, and never 
entertained the leaſt ſuſptcien of thee; who knows 
what thou haſt robbed me of at times? O thou wick- 
ed wretch ! thou ſhalt die the ſhamefuleſt death that 
can be thoughton.*” Then ſaid the maid,. « What 
have I done; I never offended you. in thought, 
word, or deed, neither wronged you in all my life 
hitherto.'—* O treacherous wretch !* faid the lady,, 
© Is not this the bracelet I have loft above this half- 
year, and here it came out of thy trunk! Who can. 
tell what thou haſt robhed me of beſides? for I have 
loſt a great deal of money.” Then ſhe called more 
eompany in, ſearched her trunk further, and found 
ſeveral pieces of money, which ſhe knew by marks. 
When they ſaw that, they apprehended her and ſent 
her to priſon for life, | 

This increaſed the lady's love for the cat, ſo that 
ſhe would never eat of any dainties at table before 
fhe had cut her cat the firſt bit. But upon a time,, 
as ſhe fat at dinner, ſhe happened to forget to carve 
firſt for her cat, who thereupon leaped upon the lady, 
caught her by the throat, and had it not been for 
the afliftance of ſome at the table, the cat had killed 
her. * | - 2 

The lady being amazed hereat, ſaid ſhe would. 
keep the cat no longer; and when her friends ad- | 
wiſed her to deſtroy it, ſhe ſaid ſhe would not do it. . 
for the ſake of the learned miſtreſs who gave it her; 
to whom ſhe ioun after returned the: cat, and de- 
mar-ded her daughter. 'The miſtreſs accordingly 
delivered ivr 10 the lady, who 4g0k ber in ber ms 
an 
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and kiſſed her, cauſing her to repoſe with her every 
right, and in token of a motherly love to her child,. 
ſhe Fave her a ring from off her finger, which ſhe 
had wore many yezrs; but all theſe favours and the 
afſeion ſhe ſhewed her, were: not able to make hee 
refrain from the wicked fin of witchcraft, and which. 
fie purſued in the following manner.— 

There was a mull of the lady's, not far from the 
houſe, and every night this daughter, when her mo=- 
ther was afleep,. would go with her aſlociates to ſet 
the mill a going, rip-the ſacks, and. throw the core: 
about the floor; at which the miller wondered preat- 
ly, and complained, ſaying, his mill was haunted. 
with evil ſpirits, which would certainly be the ruin 
of him. 

The lady adviſed him to-watch one night with a 
fword and a light, to ſee what it was; and he did fo; 
but about midnight came in a great cat, to his-think- 
ing, and ſoon after five more, wawling and fpitting. 
like devils, their eyes ſhining like coals of fire; the 
miller ſtruck at them, they flew in his face,. and. in. 
a-little rime deſtroyed him. In.the moruing the lady 
ſent to the mill to ſee: how the miller fared; but they 
found him dead, with his throat and face all tore to 
pieces. 'Fhe next night another watched, and in the. 
morning they went to ſee how he ſped ; they found: 
him in. the ſame 'condition,. which ſo amazed every 
one, that none would live in that mill. At laſt there 
came a ftout fellow, and he would undertake to lie- 
in the mill, if the Iady would give it him: ſhe con- 
ſented, and awag goes the fellow with a great 
ſword and a candle. and enters the mill. About the 
old hour he hears. the mill at work to: the purpoſe ;. 
ſo taking his ſword and candle in his hand, he goes 
to ſee what gueſts he had got; but when he came 
there he ſaw. nothing, the mull Randing'ftull, As ſoon: 
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as he was gone, the mill was at it again as hard as 
before: then he ran back again with his ſword drawn, 
and there beheld fix great cats and a little one, with 
juch ſparkling eyes Heing on him; that he never 
ſaw the like before z whereupon he ſtruck at them, 
and they leaped at him on every fide, ſo that he was 
fain to lay about hin luſtily to defend himſelf: at 
Jaſt he worſted two, and they flew through the win 
dow, but the reſt engaged him fo furiouſly, that they 
put him almoſt out of breath; at laſt they all flew 
thro1gh the window, and he following cloſe, fmote 
the hindmoſl, and cat off her fore foot : ſo when day 
8 came, he went to find the foot, but it proved to be 
| \/» Aa hand, with a fine ring on the finger; and when he 
| faw that, he knew they were witches, and hafted to 
the lady, who aſked him how he fared: he ſaid, he 
was never ſo put to it in his life, © How ſo?” ſaid the 
lady. © Why,? ſaid, he, © there came ſeven cats and 
Net the mill to work, and if I had not defended my- 
ſelf ftoutly, I had been ſlain by them ; but ingthe end 
I made them flee, and as the laſt went through the 
window, I cut off her fore foct, and here it 1s.'— 
When the lady ſaw that, ſhe knew the hand by the 
ring, and ſhe remembered when ſhe awakened, that 
night, ſhe felt her daughtercome into bed trembling 
and very cold. 'This thought ſo terrified her, that 
drops of ſweat trickled down her face, Soon after ſhe 
went to the bedſide to aſk her daughter how the did; 
the anſwered, * I am not well; pray let me alone.? 
Her mother faid, © Let me feel how your pulſe beats,” 
' but ſhe gave her right hand, keeping the other in 
#' Þed. 'Then her mother ſaid, « Give me the other 
|: * hand.” which ſhe refuſing, her mother took hold- of 
[i] Her arm by force, and found there no hand; then 
y Knowing that ſhe was the cat that flew at her throat, _ 
$i Jaid, © Thou ſhalt die by«the law before thou doſt wy 
I; mo 
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more miſchief. O graceleſs wretch! What ſhame 
haſt tl'6n brought upon me, having ſuch a wicked 
child !* So ſhe was ſentenced to be burnt at a itake. 
As the was led to execution, ſhe confeſſed how ſhe 
had ftole the money and bracelet, and laid it where 


- the maid found it, that ſhe might be put to death un- 


jafſtly. Being arrived at the place, ſhe was burnt te 
aſhes, and the innocent maid releaſed ont of priſon, 


The EXPLANATION. 


| HEN Radamentus faid to the empreſs, <. O, 
Lady, I fear it will happen to you as it did 
to this lady, who, for the love. of her only daughter, 
ſent her to ſchool to be inſtructed in virtuous learn- 
ing, but ſhe was tutored by a witch in all the arts of 
necromatitcy. - ; 

In the firſt place ſhe robbed her mother, and would 
have laid the theft on an innocent maid. 

Secondly, In her wicked transformation, had ſhe 
not been:prevented, ſhe had taken away her mother's ' 
life. / | 

Thirdly, That horrid murder in tie mill. 

Fourthly, 'The ſhame and diſgrace brought upon 
her mother and family. And, 

Fifthly, The utter ruin and deſtrution which ſhe 
brought _ her own ſoul. | 

In the ſame manner you preſerve your daughter, 
and ſuffer her to live in all her filthy and deteſtable 
ways, till the truthof all things ſhall break out, and 
then you will certainly receive utter ſhame and diſ- 
grace, even to the ruin of yourſelf and the whole 
empire; therefore I adviſe you to cut her off while 
the 1s in the bud, leaſt ſhe prove in the end a fturdy 
gak, and there be no cutting her down.” « 

; 'The 
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The empreſs ſaid, © You have ſhewed me a good 
example; the lady giving her daughter too much 
liberty, ſhe afterwards would have tore her mother's 
throat, and turned both thief, witch, and murderer ; 
but TI will take care my daughter hall never ſerve 
me ſo.” | 

Next day the empreſs commanded her officers to 
fead her daughteraway to be burnt, who obeyed her 

-command, 3nd the was led through the ftreet, attired 
in white, as before, with a book in her hand, the 
trumpets ſounding their dolefui knell, the people cry- 
ing, © Alas, alas? the only daughter of the empreſs 
3s leading to execution. In'the mean time the third 
miſtreſs, named Circe, came riding by ; and when 
the princeſs ſaw her, ſhe bowed her head to her, as 
much as to ſay, Remember mc. Then the people ga- 
- thering about ker, cryed ont, © O gaod mids make 
haſte, and by your wiſdom ſave your ſcholar.” So 
away ſhe haſted, and came before the empreſs, pay- 
ing her reverence; to whom the s ſaid, ** O 
thou ungrateful traitreſs, thy coming fignifies no- 
thing, for thou ſhalt die as ſhameful a death/ as my 
wicked daughter, and I long to be revenged on tee 
and all thy nfoft wicked companions.” " 

Then ſaid the miſtreſs, © I thought when I came to 
have received much better treatment at your majeſ- 
ty's- hands, and not to huve been accoſted in this 
manner.” The empreſs ſaid, © Do you not deſerve 
'death? I delivered you my daughter to be inftruted 
in virtuous learning, and you have returned her unto |, 
me again dumb and gracelefs, inſomuch that her laſ- 
civious ations ſound all over the empire.* 

The miſtreſs replied, « As to the cauſe of her 
dumbneſs, I muſt leave that to God, - for he maketh 
the dumb to ſpeak and deaf to bear ; but as -to her b{- 

tne laſcivious, I ſolemuy vow.,. that jn all the _ 
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He has been with us, ſhe has never appeared to be 
the leaſt addited to any manner of laſciviouſneſs 
and therefore, gracious lady, if you put your only 
daughter to death for the words of one man, it will 
happen to'you as it did to a certain knight and his 
rodſon ? - 
_ The empreſs faid, * What knight was that? Let 
me hear the tory.” The miitreſs ſaid, © I muſt beg 
your majeſty's excuſe, unleſs you will ſuſpend the 
execution of your daughter, and order her to be 
bro=ght back till. I have related it to your Imperial 
Majelity ; which I do not doubt but your own expe- 
Tience will confirm for truth hereafter.* The emve 
preſs complying with this requeſ, the miſtreſs began 
as fgllows— 


The EXAMPLE of the Third Milreſss 


6 &r —— was a eertain. knight, who, travelling 
through a ſtrange country, chanced to loſe his 
way in a wood, and being a great way from any 
town or village, and night coming on, he was 

able to find his way out; therefore, being much trous 
bled, he began to complain of his hard fortune in a 
very doteful manner; and being heard by a country- 
man, who chanced .to be in the ſame place, he, to 
the knight's ſurprize and joy, iſſued from-among ths 
thickets and ſaid, « Sir, I perceiveby your complaints 
that you have loſt your way, and with your horſe are 
entangled inthe brambles of this wood; therefore 
as you have a great way to any inn, and the way 1s 


bad, if you pleaſe to go with me, I will bring you . 


to my poor cottage, and you ſhall be welcome. to the 

beſt accommadation that it can afford. 

courteguſly gave him thanks, went along with —_ 
. an 
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and when 1e came to the countryman's cottage, he 
thewed the knight a chamber, and provided for his 
horſe; but the knight being troubled at the ſucceſs 
'of his journey, ſat up all mght. About midnight 
he heard a difmal outcry in the houſe, and' being in 
ſuch a lonely place, began to ſuſpe& that ſome dan- 
ger might enſue, and fo he knocked to know what 
was the matter. - The maid anſwered, 'that hef 
miſtreſs was in travail. The knight hearing this, 
and being ſkilled in aſtrology, went down to conſult 
the planets, it being a bright ftar-light night; he 
preſently ſaw a bad planet going down, and a good 
one riſing, ſignifying, if the child was born under 
the bad one, his fortune was to be hanged; therefore 
he called the maid, and bid her defire the midwife, 
if poſſible, to ſuſpend the delivery for one quarter of 
an hour, and the child ſhould be born to good for- 
tune. But ſhe immediately returned, bringing him 
word that her miſtreſs was delivered of a jolly boy. 
'Then the knight went in, and ſaid nothing concern- 
Ing the ' birth of the child; but next morning the 
father of it came to him, ſaying, * Sir, ſince you have 
pO—_ to lodge with me all night, be pleaſed to 

onour me ſo far as to name mychild;? to which the 
&night readily conſented. . And when the day was 
come, he named the child, and writ ox parchment 
his deſtiny ; with a charge alſo, that he ſhould pray to 
God co-tinually/to preſerve him from the impend- 
Ing ill fate; ſo ſealed it up with a piece of wax, and 
tied it about his neck with a ſilk ſtring, charging his 
parents and all his friends not to untie the ſtring to 
Tead what it was, till ſuch time as the cluild was able 
to read it himſelf; defiring them-to keep him at 
ſchool very careſully, whereby he might attain to 
that knowledge as to read the writing perfealy _ 
elt; 
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felf; and after thanking the father for the favour 


- done him, took his leave and departed. 


When the child was grown up, and fit to be in- 
truſted, he was put to ſchool, and very carefully 
attended till he was tem. years of age, at which time 
he was able to read the writing that was about his 
neck; and upon a time as he was by himſelf, he 


took it from his neck, and opening it, read his defti- 


ny in theſe words: My good child, ſerve God, and 
pray to him continually to paſs this fate over thee, elſe 
3t is thy fortune to behanged, When hehad read this, 
he lifted up his eyes. to Heaven, and begged a bleſſ- 
ing from the Lord, and went home very ſad and 
melancholy, and defired his father to give tim a new 
ſuit of cloaths, a little money in his pocket, and his 
blefling ; his father aſking him the reaſon of his re- 
queſt, he ſaid, * Pray grant it, for I will go ſees m 
fortune.? | 
Nis father ſeeing he was reſolute, faid, © Well, go, 
and my bleſſing be with you.* So the boy travelled 
into a ſtrange country, ſtill praying to God to pro» 
tet him from the unhappy end which he was pre- 
deſtined to, and at Jaſt came to a knight's houſe, and 
deſired a ſervice; the knight demanding” what he 
could do; he ſaid, * Sweep your hall, draw beer, and 
run of your errands; aud 1 ſhall be always ready and 
wiling to perform whatever I may be found capable 
of.” The knight perceiving that he was a hopeful 
boy, readily entertained him; and he proved care- 
ful and dihgent in whatever he took in hand; ſtill, 
at all ſpare times, continuing to beſeech God upon 
his knees, to avert the ſad fate whici was foretold 
him. The kn:ght obſerving this, ſoon atter made 
him und«r buile:, and he perſevered in the tame 
ru'e, p aying 10 God continuzily; which conduRt fo 
well picaſed the knight, that ſoon after . his chief 
I butier 
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butler -dying, he was advanced to ſucce:d him; @ ' 
which place he was obedient to his maſter, courte-: 


ous to his fellow ſervants, and pleaſing to all, except 
the baker and the brewer, who murmured greatly, 
faying, * This fellow has firayge luck ! He was but 
the other day taken in as a beggar boy upon charity 
at the door, ſoon after he was made under butler, 
and now he 1s promoted to be chief butler; What 
will he come to#? But this paſſed on and he grew in 


favour fill, and Eis maſter ſhortly after made aim - 


under ftewardz which place he difcharged with 
great fidelity ; and this promofion made his adverſa- 
11cs murmur ten times more than Fefore: but. not- 
withitanding, he grew ſtill more and more in favour 
with the knight; iſomuch, that upon -the death. 
of the head ſteward, which happened ſoon atter, 
he was preferred to his place. 'Chis ſo incenſed his 
adverſaries, that from that time they reſolzge 
his deſti ution 5 which, however, had no CFR, by 
means of his temper, which was not affeQed erther 
with pnde or ambition, but on the contrary, not- 
withſtanding his preferment, was obliging, humble, 
courteous, and familiar. ; 

When he had, to - the ſatisfaftion of his maſter, 
diſcharged his truſt faithfully for five years, he made 
all his accounts even, and Cefired leave to ſee his 
own country, which the knight not only conſented 
to, but furniſhed him with horſe, moncy, and all 
things neceſiary for his journey at his own expence, 
as a reward for his faithful ſervice, Juſt as he was 
going away, the baker and brewer deccutfully came 
to him, ſaying, They muft driak together before they 
parted; and while one was drinking with him, the 
other flipped into his pormantua, a large gilt bowl, 
and incloſed it again, Soon after he proceeded on 
- his journeys litth thinking-of their treachery, but 

; ng 


mw 
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uo ſooner was he gone from the door than his two 
adverſaries, ſeeking every where, as they pretend- 
ed, for the bowl, told the knight that it was miſſing, 
and that nobody could have it but his fteward, who 
had often defrauded kinws in the like manner, though 
he repoſed ſo great confidence in him, and that he 
would not believe it, when they had often informed 
him of the ſame; © And,” ſaid they, *if your worthip 
pleaſes to ride with us, we ſhall overtake the trait» 
tor, and doubt not to find the bowl in his cuſtody.” 


The knight accordingly rode after him, and ſoon. - 


overtaking him, ſearched his portmantua, and con- 
trary to his expectation and hopes, found the bowl z 


whereupon he ſaid, © O theu wicked wretch ! I have 


been told often how thou haft robbed me daily, and 

impoveriſhed my eſtate, yet I never would believe 
, It; but now I have a plain proof of thy dithoneity, 
For which thou ſhalt be hanged inſtantly.* 

The young man being amazed at this adventure, 
ftocd upaand ſaid, * Of this fat I am innocent, and 
thou eternal God, who knoweft the ſecrets of all 
' mens? hearts, grant me juſtice now} that thy evers 
laſting truth may take place, and this hidden trea- 
chery be brought to light !? But finding his proteſt» 
ations fignzfied nothing, and they were leading him 
to the gallows, he ſaid, « Well, now I perceive that 
fate ts fate, let the world go how it will.* Which 
his maſter hearing, aſked him what he meant; He 
anſxcred, © When my mother was in tra'-ail of me, 
there was a ſtrange —_— lodged in the houſe, and 
foreſaw my deſtiny by his ſkill in aſtrology ; and at 
writ on & piece of parchment my ſad fate in theſe 
words following-—My god child, /erwve God, and pray 
him continually to paſs this fate over thee, elſe thy 


fortune 31 to be hanged ; and kaling it pp with m 
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the requett of my father, he was my godfather, and | 
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 hetied it with a ſilk firing, and put it about my neck, 
charging my father that no one ſhould read; it, till - 
I was capable of reading it,myſelf; wherefore I be- 
took myſelf to travel; and though I obeyed: the 
words, in praying continually, to God to eſcape it, 
FE ſee itdoth, notwithſtanding, tollow me undeſervedly : 
ax you now behold.” : 

The night hearing this, demanded to ſee the 
writing. The young man taking the ſtring from 
His neck gave it him; who no ſooner beheld it, bur 
he ſaid, ©.O the mercy of the eternal God of heaven, 
which to his ſervants 1s incomprehenſible! This is 
my own hand-writing ; 1 writ the deftiny, I am thy 
Godfather, and now I will examine the cauſe more 
particularly.” 

Then calling the two falſe accuſers before him, 
-he cloſely and firiftly examined each of them, who 
at laſl confeſſed that they ſtole the cup and put it in- 
to his portmantua, for which they were both hang- 
ed, and the young man ſaved. ; 

The miſtreſs having finiſhed her ſtory, ſaid, © Does 
your majeſty underſtand what I have ſaid? The 
empreſs anſwered, « Yes, very well, by which I per- 
ceive that often the wicked commit the fa&, and the 
, Innocent arg condemned. You have ſhewed me a 

vod example, therefore my daughter ſhall not die." 
2 Fin lady,” ſaid the miſtreſs, <1f you do ſo yu will 
do well; and I thank you for ſparing your daughter 
this day for my ſake, and ſo commend you to God. 
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Che Fourth Complaint of Radamentus. 


HEN Radamentus heard the young princeſs 
'V was not dead, he walked up and down the 
garden like a diftrated man, making ſuch a lamen- 
wtion that the empreſs was informed thereof; who; 
preſently going to him ſaid, © My grave lord. and 
counſellor, why do you make this moan? It is not 
ſ:emly for a man fo.-well accompliſhed in wiſdom and 
gravity as you are, -t0 break out in'ſuch ſad com< 
plaints.'-—* O madam,' ſaid Radamentus, © why ſhould 
you tell me ſo; Would it not make a ftone complain, 
toſcefhat yourJudgement.is fo much Rupified, as noe 
to be adviſed by. my grave counſel, to Renee ſuch 
notomous, wickedneſs as will ſhortly infe& the whole 
court and empire? O that I had died, Q that I had 
dicd before I came into theſe parts! for what honour 
or reputation” I ever gained formerly, I ſhall now 
receive ten times as niuch ſhame and diſhonour; and 
I fear it will happen to you as it did to a'lady in 
Theſlaly, with her hound.” > 
- Then faid the emprefs, © I pray ſhew me how thag 
was, for my inſtruftion,'— | 
<£ If Ido,” ſaid Radamentus, *itwould availnothingg' 


for I ſhewed you one yelterday, and ig had no effect; 


nevertheleſs Lwill rehear(e. this, which is 2s follows; 


5o TheSeven Wile Miſtrefles. 
The Fourth Example of Radamentus. 
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| hem there lived a great lady, who had ſuch a 
famous park of deer, that the ike was not in all 


the land; and having a very gallant heund preſented 


her by an extraordinary good huntſman, ſhe ap- 
ointed a hunting day for the trial of him, which 
ing arrived, they rouſed a buck, and followed 
the chace up the-hills, down the dales, through the 
thickets, brakes,. and bogs, inſomuch that the like 
was never known in any part cf the world, for the 
dogs hunied upon hot ſcent ſeven days together, till 
all the followers were tired both foot and horſe, and 
left the whole game to the hound, yet ſtill the buck 
maintained his ground, and the hound his chafe, 
throughout the kingdom of Theſſaly, about three 
hundred miles an crd, fo. that the lady and her at- 


tendants gave them bath up for loſt, Soon after a 


letter 
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Tetter came from the kin g of Macedonia, who know- 
ing how much ſhe admired hunting, informed her 
thereof; that there was a buck chaſed through ſome 
of his dominions by a hound, and that they were re- 
turned again into 'Theflaly. 


The lady had ſcarce peruſed the contents of this 
letter, when her keeper brought in word, that the 


hound and the buck had leaped over the wall, and, 
overjoyed,.ran into the park to ſee them, and per- 


ceived that the buck had leaped over the wall, and 


not being able to go any farther, fell down; the 

hound alſo through faintneſs fell down on the ſame 

de of the wall, at a ſmall diſtance from the buck. 
'Chen ſaid the keeper, © This buck 1s the beſt run- 


ner in 'Fheſſaly, and the lady commended the hound 


for the beſt in the world, which was alſo admired by 
all the lords of Theſlaly for his good properties; 


among which one was, that he loved that park of 


deer ever after, and eſpecially the buck: whom he 
had chaſed; inſomuch, that it was obſervable, he 
would conſtantly every night go to defend them 
from wolves, and all other rav<nous creatures, of 
his own accord; fo that ſuch a dog was neyer heard 
of before. | 
Not long after, the ſame huntſman which gave 
the lady this brave nound, preſented her with a wolf 
dog, young and tender, and of a molt curious ſhape 
and iorm, which alſo won the aTeQions of the lady 
ſo wondertully, that ſhe 1:ved him as ſhe loved her 
life; andif atany time any body praiſed him above 
fer hound, ſhe.would rejoice and give - them great 
rewards, ſo that her love to the hound began to de- 
cline; for he uſed to quarrel with her young dog, 


.they being of contrary natures, for which the-would 


kick him, and much deſpiſe him; but the young dog 
grew apace, well-featured and beaujiful. * Jos 
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2 <+TheScren Wiſe Miftreſles, 
'Not far from the court lived ſeven wiſe miftreffes, 
wham ſhe ſent for to give their judgments upon this 
deg. The firſt ſaid, it was the fineſt dog that ever 
the ſaw, and he would make a good hunter, The 
. ſecond ſaid, it yas the comlieſt dog that ever the 
ſaw, and he would make a very ſtately keeper. The 
third ſaid, it was the talleſt dog that ever the faw, 


and would be fit for princely game. The fourth: 


ſaid, it was the ſtrongeſt dog that ever ſhe ſaw, and 
-would be a brave compamon in a foreft. The fifth 
Fatd, it was the moſt watchful dog that ever ſhe ſaw, 
and was fit to keep a treaſury, The fixth ſaid, it 
was a dog in her judgment that exceeded all cthers, 
And'the ſeventh ſaid, it was a dog, that if well 
. taught and kept, the whole world could not afford 
his equal. 
Then ſaid: the lady, * I thank you all for the great 
-commendations you give my dog, and I ſhall prize 
Him as Ido the greateſt jewel I have; butT have an 
excellent hound beſides, who, of his own accord, 
doth watch 'my deer every night, and preſerve them 
' from wolves and all ſavage beaſts, and theſe two can 
never agree, Then ſaid the firſt miſtreſs, © The 
Hound is ſom-what ancient, and probably will not 
live long; the wolf dog is young and luſty; and 
the beſt of his days are to come; and fince they 
.gannot live both together quietly, it is expedient 
- one ſhould die; thereforelet the hound bedeſtroyed.” 
The lady purſued this advice; and ſoon after the 
.hound was dead, many deer were loſt out of the 
_park, ſo that they put the wolf dog to watch; but 
for all that. a deer in.two or three nights was con- 
-Nantly loſt, to the lady's great aſtomiſhment ; who 
«therefore ſet. a man to watch all night in a tree, to 
"obfarve what beaſt came: to. defiroy her 'deer, By 
Co the 
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uhe Kpht of the moon, the man difcovered the wolf. 
dog upon a luſty buck, having tore his: throat. 
When the morning; came the: lady fent for him 
to know what he had ſcen,. and he ſaid, © It is even 
your own wolf dog, whom: you put 7o watch them ; 
for I faw him in the night fieze upon = ſtately Huck 
and deyour him, ſo that nothing is left but his bones.” 
{There the lady began to camplain, ſaying, © Alas: 
have I deftroyed the ſhepherd, and. put a wolf in 
his flead! Have I then, through the wicked. ad- 
vice of ſeven fooliſh women,. hanged my good and. 
truſty hound, which looked: to my herd, and pre- 
ſerved them from the devouring wolves,. and pat a. 
wyavenous murderer of my deer to keep the park ?'— 
And with: theſe: words the firuck. the dog three or 
four blows: with: a cane:: the maſterleſs car grum- 
bled as if he: had been a lion: then ſaid the lady, 
© How now, deer-killer !” and ſtruck him again; but 
before ſhe: ſtruck another blow, he fiexed upon. hey. 
breaſt, and ſlew her before the eyes of her ſervants, 
who then: carſed: the counſellors which adviſed the 
hady to keep the wolf dog, and kill the good hound.” 
Then ſaid Radamentus, © Now, taadam, I will, ap- 


ply this. * | 
The Explanation of the EXAMPLE. 


HE lady who took ſuch a delight in: hunting, 
Ggnifieth yourſelf, who delight in virtuous 
recreation; inſomugch that all the kings of the 
eartit hear of your fame, as the. King of Macedonia 
did of her game. Thc large and ſpacious. park. ig 
your emprre, and the deer taercin are your ſubjects ;. 
the good hound watching them is your wiſe, anc, 
good diſcretion, defending them from: ravenous. 
wolves, and keepmg us 2 peace and fatety. from, 


the 
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the bloody hands of cruel tyrants. The fatr and 
maſterleſs wolf dog is ycur ftuhborn and gracelefs 
daughter, who, by her ill example, will delude'all 
your good ſubjeRs, and in the end deftroy them as 
the wolf dog did the deer, 
- The feven fooliſh women that counſelled the lady 
to kill the good hound, 'and let the wolf dog live, 
are your ſeven wiſe miſtreſſes, who daily labour to 
perſuade you to ſuppreſs your vigilancy and wiſe 
care of your ſubjects, and let your laſcivicus daugh- 
ter live, whereby ſhe may reign in bloody tyranny, 
ard plat herfelf with the fleſh of your people. The 
man '1n the tree, who diſcovered the dog'killing the 
deer, 'was myſelf in my 'chamber window, eſpying 
your daughter, that ſhameful wretch, in the garden, 
under a tree,” committing the foul fin of fornica- 
tion ; for which Ueteftable and abominable a&t ſhe 


. Ought to die according to' the law; for if ſhe live, 


ſhe will, by her ſcandalcus life, give ſuch a baſe 
example, as will delude and deſtroy 'many ' others ; 
and if you ſhould correc her lightly, face will de- 
vour you as the wolf dog did the lady.? 

Then the empreſs ſajd, © The dog that the lady 
loved ſo dearly, tore her throat at laſt; but my 
daughter ſhall not do ſo.* And forthwith ſhe com- 
manded her officers to lead her to the ſtake. And 
as ſhe was led through the ftreets with trumpets 
ſounding her doleful funeral, all the people ran out, 
grievouſly crying, © Alas! alas! the empretis's only 
daughter is led again to the ſtake.” 

- Then the fourth miftreis haſted away to the em=- 
preſs, and kneeled before her, defiring the empreſs 
to hear her, who ſaid, © © thou wicked old wretch ! 
death ſhall be thy reward, for debauching my davgli« 
ter as you have done. I delivered her to you hope- 
ful, modeſt, and well-mannered; and vou _ 

| er 


T he Seven Wiſe Miftrefſes. 5&5 
her again to me Ill taught, fall of vice, dunib, and 
a ſhameful-whore, for which this d1y ſhe 1s to.dic, 
to the diſparagement of the empire, and diſgrace'of 
all her family ; would to God the day of her burth 
had been the day of her death.”, REN 

« O graczous lady, ſaid the thiſtreſs, *11ittle: thought 
of this treatment! ſurely I have not deſerved. the 
leaſt of this your' diſpleaſure:' the cauſe of the 
dumbnefs of *ycur daughter, T commit 'to God, and. 
in alittte time you ſhall'know the reaſon of it; but 
as to her being accuſed to hrve' committed the foul 
fin of fornication, that is-falſe and not'to be proved; 
therefore you ought 'not to put your only daughter 
to death for the words of on? fingle perſon; for' ths ' 
Jaws ordain, That there ſhall be two witneſſes tn caſes 
of life and death: and if you -put her to death for: 
one man's accuſation, it will' happen worſe to- you' 
than to a certain queen who for puttigg too muck 
confidence in” her counſellors, had her only dangh + 
ter cut in pieces before the'altar,' and herſelf after-* 
wards ftoned to death.” 2. oO” 

. The empreſs deſiring to hear this ftory, the mif-- 
treſs ſaid, © That, madam, I cannot do unle+you * 
ſend for your daughter back 'again;' otherwiſe ſhe® 
may be dead before 1 make an end, and then T ſhould” 
talk to you in vain. Then the emprefs commanded 
her to be brought back again, and put. in priſfox- 
while the miſtreſs ſpage as foiloweth— eat 


The EXAMPLE of the Fourth Millrefs, .'. .; 
T* the Kingdom of Thrace reigned a_famoys 


queen,, named Hecuba, who was wiſe. and;.. 
peaceable, but the King of Lycia being a turbulent -. 
and ambitious prince, brought againſt her a nume- 
rous and niighty army. vhe therefore; to defend 

C herſelf, 
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herſelf,” fortified her chief. city with double walh, 
ſtrong dulwarks, moated it rountwith-@ deep ditch, - 
and. put therein a' good garrifon, - welt - provided 
wKthr all neceflartes for a long. deſencyg. - | 

The king of Lycia,.; finding nethinig- eMe-to-op« 
poſe him,. befieged itz: whereupon: the- aueen- cgaws 
| pzoper infiruftions to, Anthenor and; Aneas, her 
ebief counſellors, who. immediately aſſembled the 
cnizens, t0 adviſe. her $0- preſerve their” city, and! 
make their enemies raiſe the fiege; and-when they 
had zplanted-theiz. guards, toi favour theit retreat, 
Anthenar 1ffued- out- with ten+ thouſand - men; and 
mad? a. great ſlaughter of the enemies, and-ſo re- 
tarned back into the-city. The enemies being again 
recruited, attempted- to: ſcale the walls, but were 
dayen back, by, the.citizens: then Aneas went-out, 
fought with great.valour,. þut loſti many: men, and. 
H.returned. to. the, town. no 94S 7 

At laſt Anthengr: addrefied himſelf, tothe queens, | 
and: f2id, it. were, good. to conſult-peace with-the-. 
enemy, becauſe ſhe had loſt many perſons of honour. - 
among. whom. were the” queen's'two kinſmen, fby 
whom they.imade great lamentation; agd- therefore 
ke advifed the. queen to! concluge- a peace,. that the 
enemies :mighy depart. without deſtroying the city, 
aſſuring_her, that.they, coald not maintain: it. againſt 
ſuch an 1nvi cible power though the city. was well 
fortified, and had'a-garriſon in it fufficient to repulſe- , 
twice as many. The queen believing theſe two 
evil counſellgrs, who. proved the. moit-. perfidzous 
traitors, demanded, who were beſt to go and treat 
with them ? | -— ; 

"Then Zneas ſtood up and ſaid, .* Tfit pleaſe your: 
majefty, and-all, your. citizens, far the honour of 
the queen, the faſeguard of our city, and the pre- 
iepvation 'of our Hives, Antheaor and I, upon fo ' 
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weighty a matter as this, will go forth. . The queem 
- approved what he ſaid, repoſing more- confidence im 


them than any other, and the citizens alſo were well 


pleaſed with it. ., 
Then Anthenor and Zneas went forth and founded 


- a parley, and the enemies heralds came and cons 


ducted them to.the camp ;z where bcing-come, An» 
thenor ſaid, © We have prevailed upon the queen aur 
miſtreſs to faffer us to propoſe and conclude a trugee: 
with you; but if you will grant our demands, we 
will betray the city into your hands,* The enemies 
promiſing to grant their demands, Anthenor faid, 
« You ſhall give us ten thouſand ppunds, continue to 
us all our priviſeges and dignities, fave the lives of 
all our triends and kindred, and preſerve to them 
and to us all our houſes, lands, and. poſfeſſions.” 
'Then ſaid the enemies, © All theſe things are granted, 
aud we are ready. to ſwear the confirmatice of it ;? 
which they immediately did. Anthenor ſaid, © We 
muſt be very private in this thing, and make a coun- 
terfeit truce with ye, and ye mutt anfwer our mef- 
ſage thus— | 
'[hat you require a hundred thouſand pounds tv 
pay your army,:and ten thouſand meaſures of whear 
to make them bread, and to ſet up a wooden horſe 
within the city, in the temple of Minerva. This 
horſe,” ſaid Anthenor, © muſt be made hollow, able 
to contain a thouſand armed: men, and'wher' it is wn 
the temple, and you have received your money and 


wheat, I will give yow a ſignal. by a light on the. 
wall, and wken you ſee that, advance with all your © 
army on the. back fide of the town, and we will 
- open the gates to you: then do with the city a@ 


you pleaſe, only reniember Aneas and I, and our 
contra&,* Having ſaid this, they took their leave of 
them, promiſing io: anake their report yo the queens. 
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and return an anſwer the next day. They accord- 
ingly told the . queen what the enemics demanded; 
which -was an hundred thoufand pounds, and ten 
thouſand meaſures of wheat, and they. would depart 
home into their own country, only leaving behind 
them a wooden horſe, which they chad provided as 
a-memorandum, or mark of conqueſt. 

Then the queen fighed greatly, and ſaid, © What! 
have I loſt fo many of my deareſt friends, and mult 
I be conſtrained to pay fo much money and wheat 
to my enemies, and hire them to go home into their 
own country! O woe 1s me that ever I was born! 
But fince 1t muſt. be ſo, go tell them, Anthenor, I 
do grant their demands.” 

Then Anthenor and Z/Eneas went forth again, and 
faid to the enemies, * Your requeſt is granted, ac- 
cording to all that we have contrived; and you are 
to appointthe day to receive the money and wheat, 
that it may be-got ready agamnit the time.” . 

The day being accordingly ſet, and every thing 
got ready, they drew the wooden horſe into. the city, 
and placed it tm thetemple; and the next day drew 
off from the city... The citrzcns believing they were: 
In a fpll march towards their own country, bemg 
before much fatigued, made prext rejoicings, and 
afterwards took their repoſe. 

Burt about midnight, when all were dead aſleep,, 
Anthenor went to the wooden horſe, and called forth 
the thouſand armed men, and ZEneas went upon the 


- back tower, and held up a blazing torch to give 


intelligence to the cnemy; who. came and entered 
the town, ſo that all the ftreets were inſtantly full. 
+ Then the blocdy traitors, Anthenor and Aneas, 
ſhewed them their houſes and poſieſſions, never ex- 
prefling the leaſt regard for the innocent queen, who 
Had a fair and beautiful daughtes, named —— 
WARONL 
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whom the wicked Anthenor would have raviſhed;; 
ſome time before the fiege, which the refiſting, made 
him in this manner effeCt their deftruQtion. al 
'The queen and\-her daughter being at prayers, ' 
they heard a woeful noiſe in the city ; which 
mediately inſpired them with a jealouſy of wicked 
Anthenor's treachery : ſo the queen ran into the tem- - 
ple, and the young princeſs ran and- hid herſelf - 
in an inner tower, by which time the enemy hadleft 
neither man, woman, or child throughout the 
whole city. Soon after the perfidious Anthenor came 
to the temple, and ſeeing the queen there, aſked? 
where her daughter was; ſhe replied, : < O-ungrate- - 
ful traitor | Are not thy wicked bowels glutted with. 
the innocent blood, but thou muit ſeek to: deſtroy 
my beloved daughter! then leaving the diſtrefſed 
queen, he went to the. old tower, and. finding the- 
young princeſs, he dragged her out by the hair of i” \ 
her-head,. and gave her to the enemy, who led her. y 
to the altar, and before, her mother's eyes, cruelly . 
#' cut her into quarters, and ſcattered them about the 
temple: at this horrid ſight the queen fell down 
into a ſwoon; out of which being at laſt ſomewhat * 
recovered, ſhe ſaid,. « Now, villains, glut yourſelves . 
with blood. . So tearing her hair off her head, and - 
the cloaths from her body, ſhe ran ſtark mad. And - 
ſoon after the barbarians carried her into a ſtrange 
uland, and there cruelly ſtoned her to death; and 
. afterwards burning her city to the ground, they re» . 
turned home into their own country.? 
The miſtreſs having thus ended her ſtory, ſaid: to 
the empreſs, © You fe, madam, the miſchiefs of 
blindly following the advice of evil counſellors, by 
this inſtance of 'the queen of "Thrace, who confiding 
too much in the fair pretences of two perfidious- 
traitors, came at laſt to have her daughter cut in . 
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ijeces before-her own eyes, herſelf ſtoned to death, 
$4 ſabjeRts maſſacred, and her whole-city deltroyed, 
Therefore be adviſed, and put not your. enly daugh- 
ter thus to-death for the words of ane caunſel}or, 
. left it happen to you as 1t did to this. harmleſs queen.” 
'The empreſs ſaid, you-have ſhewn me a good ex- 
ample, though it grieves my heart to think of it, fur 
they were the wickedeſt countelors. that ever were; 
ſurely I will take no ſach advice; for my daughter 
ſhall not die.” The miſtreſs ſaid, « If your majefty 
adhere to this reſolution, you will do wiſely, and [ 
thank you for fparing your daughter this day for: 
my fake; and ſo 1 commit you to God.? 


' | The Fifth Complaint of Radamentes. 


ADAMENTUS hearing the princeſs was nov 
dead, immediatcly rewred into his chamber,, 
fighing and lamenting moſt bitterly, and cauſed. al 
Hi3 apparel and equipage to be made ready,.as though 
he was juſt going to return into his own country :: 
_ the ſervants perceiving this, acquainted the em- 
prefs, that their lord Radamentus was preparing; 
| to return into his own country; who thereupon: 
Azftened to his chamber, and ſaid to him,, + O my 
grave Lord, I thought you had been more tender of 
my ſafety, and regardful of the good of the empire,. 


than to go and leave me thus.” To which he an- - 


fwered, © *Tis true, ntadam, I tender your welfare as 
my life, and you cannot but be fenfible that your 
glory, and the ſafety of the empire have: ever been. 
the chief objetts of my care; but as I have now the 
unhappineſs to ſee your majeſty engaged in ſuch re- 
folprions, as will render entirely uſeleſs all my care, 
and whichtend to the utter ſubverſion of virtue, which 
z the mo - folid foundation of all ftates, I —_ 
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Hut reſolve to quit your majzeily's court, leaſt he 
world, who knows that I have the honour to be your 
chief counſellor, ſhould cenſure me as the encourager 
of the vice and debauchery which reigns, by means 
of your wicked daughtw', in your court. I had 
rather, madam,? continued Radamentus, with a diſ- 
ſembling figh, © hear of your ruin than ſee it; for 
you will be ruled dy the words of the fooliſh miſ- 
trefles, ol at laft it happen to you as it did to a 
Roman lady and her daugiter, of which I could 
give you a very good inſtance,” 


'The empreſs defiring to hear it for her informa- 


rion, he ſaid, © Though 1 ſhew you all the examples 
in the world, and give you all the advice Iam-ca- 
pable of, and #t .tend even to the proſetuion both 
of your life and empire, as indeed it doth, yet you 
will not fallow my coanfel, nevertheleſs I will -re- 
tate ti:1s to you, hoping, .that henceforth you will 
not delightto hear the miitrefſes, whoſe idle fables 
ſubvers your wife judgement, 


Pte Fifth Example of Radamentus. 


N the famous city of Rome there lived a certain 
lady, whoſe worth and renown was ſpread 
throughout the whole empire; for ſhe was virtuous 
in converſation, modeft' in behaviour, gracious to 
her ſervants, and in reference to the poor, endowed 
with an excellent ſpirit of liberality; ſo that ſhe had 
the prayers of all: this lady had two beautiful 
daughters; the eldeſt of which ſhe kept at home 
with her; and the youngeſt the put abroad, to be 
taught and inſtructed. 


'In þroceſs of time this lady ſent for her daughter, - 


expefing ſhe had tearnt much for the future con- 


dug of her life; but when ſhe came home, _—_ 
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ſhe was never the better, which extremely troubled: 
her; inſomuch that ſhe, to have her unmediately 
under her own eye, kept her at home, and fent the 
eldeſt abroad; which being done, this. young girl 
began to do nothing but slay, taking what liberty 
ſhe pleaſed: and being at laſt grown: to maturity, 
ſhe would not go abroad without much money ;: 
which her mother was obliged td give her from 
time to time-; but ſhe had ways to ſpend more than 
her mother allowed her, if it had been twice. as 
much ; for ſhe kept a private lover in the city, and 
many nights, when her mother was aſleep, ſhe 
would take the keys from under her head,,and go- 
out to her lover, and towards break of day come 
in again, Wſmother uot perceiving it. But on a 
time, wondering how her Caughter came ta be ſo- 
cold, ſhe aſked her the reaion of it; who aniweied,. 
the cramp had taken her in the leg. and, being loth 
to awake her, ſhe aroſe, and walked about the 
charaber to drive it away; 1o that the excuſe paſſed | 
for current. 

The next night,, mifling her out of bed, ſhe put 
up her hand to fee] for the keys, but they were 
gone; ſo when ſhe came in about break of day 
again, ſhe ſaid, « O daughter! where have you been: 


' now ?*——,T'zuly,” {aid ſhe, © I had a tooth did ach fo. 


grievouſly, that I thought I ſhould have died;. and 
you being faſt aſleep, I was loth to difturb you; 
therefore I took the keys, and went to the ſur- 
geon to draw it, but I co!::1d not make him hear: 
me.* So this ſecond excule paſſed as current as the. 
former, 

Another time, finding the key of her mother's. 
cabinet, ſhe had another made by it, whereby. ſhe 
could go to the cabinet of money when ſhe pleaſed,. 
Her mother often miſſed money, but little thought 
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of her own daughter; ſometimes fathering the 
crime upon the maid, ſometimes upon the man; fo 
that the family was always at ſtrife and variance. 

But at length it happened, that the daughter going 
to her mother's cabinet for more money, went 
away and left the key ' behind her m. the cabinet : 
her mother ſeeing a key therein, and knowing ſhe 
had her own in her pocket, let it alone, and watched 
behind the curtain to ſee who wogld fetch it ont ; 
by-and-by in comes her daughter, and ſnatched the 
key out; but hey mother catched hold of her, and 
faid, © O gracelefs wretch ! Is it thou that haſt robbed 
me theſe two years together! Now I have found. 
thee out, O wicked craature! "Thou Iratt been of- 
ten accufed to me, but-I would never believe it, 
till now I fee it, for which thou ſhalt die a ſhame- 
ful dearh.” 

At that time there lived not far off an old woman, 
who uſed to give advice to this wicked daughter in 
all her baſe pranks, and therefore in this rime of 
neceſſity ſhe ſent for her to come, and by her craft + 


"and cunning, to try to fave her life. 


When the old woman was arrived, ſhe ſaid, «O 
virtuous [ady, be not ſo furiouſly bent againf her: 
ſhe is. your daughter, born of your own body, whom. 
your have nouriſhed many months at vour breaſt, 
and we are all guilty of faults in our youth; there- 
fore Tet her not come to ſhame for the firſt crime. 
'The ſevere law will forgive a malefacQor for the firſt 
fault; much more then ought a natural mother to 
do for a child; and you ſhould confider, if you put 
her to death, it will be a great diſgrace to all her 
family, and you would be branded for tyrauny.* Up- 
on theſe words the good mother was pacified, and 
pardoned hex. | 
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It happened afterwards, as the lady. was walking 
in the evening in her garden, ſhe eſpied her daugh- 
ter lying with a ſtrange man under a tree: at which: 
fight, crying out with a loud vaice, ſhe ſaid, ©O thou 
laſcivious. creature! worſe. than auvy beaſt: I have 
pardoned thee for theft already, and now thou art 
fallen, into whoredom-! 1f 1 ſuffer this, all people 
wHfl curſ: me, therefore thou ſhalt die.” 

Then the oid woinan came again and faid,. « ©, 
good lady, fave her life; conſider the is young, and 
what ſhe hath done 1s through ignorance and fooliſh» 
neſs; but 'remember the old proverb, 4 zaugaty 
girl may make a good woman; and the Scripture ſaith,. 
He that is without fault, let him caf# the firlt lone ;. 
therefore hide her ſhante this time, and-if ever ſhe 
commit the like again, do your pleaſure.” 

Through theſe fooliſh perſuafions, the good hdy 
again: pardoned her; but ſaid to the old woman, *< It 
is very ſeldom that any who are addicted: to theft 
and whoredom, eſcape being guilty of the fin of. 
murder alſo; fer Iam much afraid of it.” 

The. good lady then to prevent this, kept her 
within . ap ſo-ftritly, that ſhe could not go abroad 
to -her lover, to feed him with nianey as the uſed to 
do, therefore he would come and ſpeak to her 
through the window, froza whence ſhe threw him 
many of her mother*s pieces of plate,. and other va- 
luable things; which made the lady wonder how 
her goods ſhould be loſt, and her. daughter never go 
out of doors, any farther than the great window, 
where ſhe obſerved the ftood every night. , 

But. ſoon after, the lady herſelf ſtanding under 
that windo:y late, to hcar the pretty nightingale- 
warble forth her melodious notes, her daughter fup- 
poſing ſhe had been her lover, threw out .the great: 
ilyer cup, The lady percgiving out of what _ 
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dow it! came, took it up, and- having ſent for her 


- eaughter:down, ſhe-bid.her to 20: and fetch her'a: 


cup-of wine. She anſwered ſhe had: been looking 
for: that cup, and it-could not: be:-found. 'Phen the 
lady. tock the cup, and-ſhewed' it to hery ſaying, 
«' Wilt thon never leave; thy tricks, thou: graceleſs: 
wr: tch! now thou ſhalt ſurely die a-ſhameful.death, 
thejuſbreward-of: thy demerits.?” | oe 4 
The: I& woman: hearing this, came in all haſte, 
beſceching the/lady to fave her life but once more, 
and ſxe would undertake to reclaim her, and bring 


- her to. gobdneſs herſelf; hereupon the .lady par- 


doned her once-more. - 
But ſoon gfter 'the daughter married her- lover, 


* (who was a poor ſcandalous fellow, and both-a thief 


and a murderer) without-ker niother's conſent, who 
refuſed to give her ary- portion; whereupon: ſhe- 
conſulted' with the old-woman- what ' to do, having” 
no means t:fubfit upon She adviſed: her to takte- 
alittle poiſon: ball, and when- her mother: called- for 
beer; to put in two drems: of it, ſaymg; < That will: 
diſpatch your mother, and then you may have all.? - 
The wicked daughter. joyfully put this advice in 
execution, and gave .her mother- the fatal pation, 
whoſe bowels being almoſt burnt up by the poiſon, 
fae called, for mgre drink, to afſuage the ſcorching- 
Pain-: Whereupon her daughter put ſome- more: 0 
the poiſoned ball into the cup, and gave her mother,, 
who, drinking the ſime, immediately dropped down. 
cead; having lived to the age of four (core and ten,, 
in, the love and eftcem of ail. good pecple; for 
which horrid fa the wicked wtetch was afterwards; 
deſexvedly burnt at a flake,? | OR 
Then ſaid the empreſs, © This was the vickedeſt, 
daughter that ever I heard'cf: to prevent ſuch, 
miſchiets, my daughter (ail aut Live a Cay longer,” 
: And 


ESE 


"=. 


- 
-z >* we Ly -Y - 7 _ —— — - 
RE oe als qvqwns. = cas UlF:15 ANUPIRUINA : 
: \ —— Hifiranc b - R—_— ——_ 
m—_ —_ LY — —— — onſh 


CLE —— > _ = 


SE ls ti ror SA A PIG ror eee 


— CI EE 


£6 TheSeven Wile .Miftrefſes. 
And ſaying this ſhe commanded her officers to lead 
her away to be burnt: and as they was leading her 
through the ftreets, to the grief of the people, the- 
ffth miſtrefs met her, and haſtened away to:the:eme 
preſs, and being arrived, ſhe did her reverence ; to 
whom the empreſs ſaid, © You are come, but it ſhall 
he at the price of your life.” 'The miſtreſs anſwered, 
< © madam, TI have not deſerved to die;. for. your 
daughter hath not committed the crimes which are 
laid to her charge, ' as hereafter you will find; and 
the reaſon that ſhe does not ſpeak, is owing to ther 
 wiſdom'and knowledge, as/wull be ſhortly evident 
to all the world: and if you put her tq death for 
the:words of one man, 1t will happen. to you worte 
than it did;to the Queen of .China,? of 
Then-1a:d the empreſs, -<.Shew me that example? . 
— That 1, ſhall not. do,*- ſaid. the miſtreſs, © unleſs 
you call your daughter back' again; for before f- 
make an end, your daughter-may be dead.” . Then 
the empreſs. commanded her to be brought--back ; 
and the Miſtreſs, whoſe name was Deborah, began 
as follows — MRS 7 | 


The EXAMPLE of title Fifth Miftrefr. 


'N China reigned a virtuous queen, renowned 
far and near for her great wiſdom' and diſcretion; 
who was eſpouſed to a great Eaſtern king, who had 
a grave counſellor, without whoſe advice he would do 
nothing. 

Soon after their marriage, there aroſe a great re- 
bellion in the king's country, whereby he was con- 
flrained to go to ſuppreſs the rade myltitude; which. 
taking up ſome time, his queen grew big with child ; 
and this counſellor, whom the king lefc to adviſe 
her wrote, z letter to his maſter, That ſhe was wery 
familiar 


- 
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familiar with a nobleman in the caurt, whoſe name, 
' was Paimedis, and that ke believed what ſhe went 
withal was a baſtard. This he did through wicked 
treachery, thinking to himſelf, the king was an- 
cient, and would be the ſooner infpired with jea-- 
louſy; and if he could kifl the queen and the child 
ſhe went withal, the king could not live long ; * and 
then,” thought he, « I ſhall rule the land.”? ; 

Now when the king had received this letter, he” 
hated home, and accuſing his virtuous queen of 


adultery, he would not ſufter her to come into h:s 


company: then this treacherous counſelor went to - 
the queen, pretended friendſhip, and adviſed her- 
to go in a facet'5vs. way, and prefent the king a” 
bowl of win2: the queen, always thinking he had' 
been a moſt faithful friend, did as he had adviſed" 
her; but before ſhe brovght it, he wrote a letter, 
and dropped iitin the king's chamber ; which fignafied, 
that if the queen, at ſuch a time, did preſent him 
with a bowl of wine, he was a dead man, for it was 
poiſon: and as 'the queen came in with innocent 
love, preſenting the king with a bowl- of wine,” 
he kicked it all down ſaying, « Thou wicked wretch! 
now I do perceive thy vile aftions; thou haſt defiled 
my bed, and defamed my honour, and thou art now 
come to porſon me! I ſwear thou ſhalt die the 
cruelleſt d2ath that can be thought of.” So he com-! 
manded her to priſon, and as ſhe lay there ſhe breath 
ed forta theſe complaints— 

*O Fortune, Why hat thou uſed me thus? IT am @ 
king's daughter, and was borx to govern a flourijhing 
kingdom; but inſtead of a palace with rich perfumes, 
F am choaked up. in a dungeon of filthy fogs! When I 
thought to be embraced in princely arms, and. courted 
with rozal ſalutatitns, I am here accuſed with ſlan- 
derous crimes that the gods know 1 am innocent of. 


And 
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And thus, through grief and ſorrow, heg tfme 
being near, ſhe fell into travail, and was delivered 
of a comely girl: which news being brought to the 
king, he ſaid; Take the brat and throw it into the 
ea. When the meſſenger came and told the queen, 
ſhe wrung her lilly white hands, ard the tears guſhed 
from her cryſtal eyes, running down her roſy cheeks, 
and ſaid, 4b, avretched babe! hardly conceived in 
#he womb, before envied,. aud now ſcarcely beru be= 
Fore thy death is determined! And muſt the awide ocean 
be thy nurſery, the raging wawes thy rocking-cradle, the 
Jirmament thy canepy, and the jews of Neptune 1hy 
ave! O / then let the god of fortune be thy guide, and 
# bt: whiſtling billows Jing thy lullaby !* S0 kifling its. 
tender lips, and bathing them with briniſh tears, ſhe 
delivered the infant to the meſſenger, who, by order: 
of. the-king, put it into.a cock boat, covering it with 
gyecrr leaves, and . launched. it forth on the roaring; 
_ After it had, been. for a conſiderable time wafted. 
about. by tempeſtuous. ſurges, it was at laft caſt, 
aſhore in.a remote part of the ſame country, among 
the ſands. Long had it not been there, before a. 
ſhepherd coming that way to look, for a. ſtray ſheep.,. 
Heard the child cry, and thinking it had been his 
theep. browzing upon the edge of the. rocks, he baſted. 
dawn.to fee, and there found the cock-boat. reſted. 
upoa the ſea ſand; ſo he took the child, and bred it 
up, and 1t grew to be the beauifullet girl mn the: 
world: and the ſhepherd, in proceſs of tame, ſet her 
upon the moyntain to keep ſheep. 

Upon a tize,. it Chanced that the king her father: 
came a hunting that way, and looking upon her,. 
was ſo ſurpriſed with her beauty, that he ſaid, © Fair 
thepherdeſs, what family do you. belong to Or 
arc you ſome rura! goddeſs, deſcended. from your 
abode, 
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abode, to keep ſheep for your recreation on earth ?* 
She anſwered, <1 am a poor ſhepherd's daughter, 
and bred up in yonder cottage.” Then (aid the king, 
* Fair virgin, will you leave your flock, and come t@ 
Court? where your eyes ſhall be raviſhed with tri- 
umphant ſhews, and your ears delighted with melo» 
dious muſic; you ſhall drink out of gold, and be 
Cloathed with purple.” | ; 
She replied, that the ſweeteſt muſic ſhe delighted 
£0 hear was the bleating of the ſheep ;- and the fineſt 
ſhews, their new ſhorn fleeces; a ſhepherd's weed, 
ſhe ſaid, was greater ſatisfa@tion to her than purple; 
and a woaden diſh more fit for her quality than gold. 
- .'The king being much pleaſed with'her humility 
and ready anſwers, went to the old ſhepherd, and de- 
manded, whoſe d+ughter ſhe was; he anſwered, ſhe 
was his. © Nay,” Bid the king, © that cannot bez 
for her countenance ſhews her to be of a princely 
race; and if you donot tell me the truth, you ſhall 
die a cruel death.” | 
'Then commanding him to be led to the gallows, 
the ſhepherd fell upon his knees, and beſought the 
king that he would ſpare his life, and he woutd tell 
him. The king bidding him declare, he ſaid, © Up- 
on a time, as 1 was by the ſea-ſide, looking for a 
ſtray ſheep, I heard ſomething cry, and ſuppoſing it 
had been the ſheep that I miſſed, I went to ſee, and 
there I found a ſmall boat the waves had caſt aſhore, 
-and therein a child wrapped in a ſcartet mantle, in 
which was a ſcroll of writing, containing theſe words> 
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Ph hofoeer thou art that ſhall this infant find, 
Make much of it, and to the ſame be hind; 

For je to mighty fortune may thee oring, 
Being only daughter to @ roal king, 

T hen bring her up as if fhe were thy daughver, 
And thau ſhalt be rewarded well hereafter. 


When the king heard this, he knew ſhe was his 
daughter, whom he commanded to be thrown into 
the ſea, and ſaid, © Since the gods and Fortune have 
favoured her, I have no reaſon to hate her.* And fo 
giving the ſhepherd great rewards, he commanded 
her to be breught home to the palace, and cloathed 
in a moſt ſplendid garb, making her fit at his right 
hand, After that he diſpatched four of his noble- 
men to the iſland of Delphos, to enquire of the Ora- 
cie of Apollo, whether the queen was guilty of tlie 
charge laid againſt her. When the noblemen came 
into the temple before the Oracle, they did revye- 
rence, and the Oracle ſpake as follows— 


Stand your two hours, and ſpeak not one avard, 
and the third bour you ſhall find en the back fide of 
the Oracle, a ſeroll of parchment ſealed up, that. 
take, and haſte away to the king; but preſume not 
to break it open till you come into the judgment hall, 
before all the council; and there the king ſhall find 
tbe truth written, 


Then they did their obedience; and having done 
as the Oracle commanded, they took ſhipping, and 
ſoon arrived in their own country, en they 
came before the king, they acquainted him with 
what the Oracle had commanded them to do, and 
forthwith the king aflembled all his loxds into = 
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judgment-hall, every one expecting a ſad doom for 


the queen; but when the ſcroll was broke open and 
read, it proved thus— 


The queen is innocent. Her child is Iawfully be- 

often. .T he old counſellor is the traitor, And 

the king fball die without an hcir, if equity and 
Juſtice take not place. | 


When the council heard this, they all rejoiced » 
and the king ſent immediately for his quzen out o 
priſon; butthe meſſenger brought kim word back» 
that the queen was dead. Then the king fel} 4 
weepirg and wringing his hands, ſaying, « O what 
a miſerable wretch am 1, that believed ſuch an old 
curſed traitor as I have done! O woe 15 me that 
I was born! My child had beendrownea in the ſa, 
had nor good Fortune preſerved her! And now I 
have kiiled my virtuous and innocent queen by an 
unjuſt and cruel impriſonment, through the advice 
of a treacherous 014 villain! But he thall ge the 
miſerableſt death thac can be thought of.” And im- 
mediately he commanded four wild horſes 'to be 
brought, and tying each of his hands and legs to 
the ſeveral parts of the horſes, they drew him limb 
from limb; his quarters were thrown to the beaſts of 
tae field, and fowls. of the air, as a juſt reward for 
his treachery. . | 

Soon after this, the king erefted the richeſt tomb 
that was ever ſeen far his queen, . and commanded 
all the lords and barons of the land to appear at her 


. funeral, which was ſolemnizeg.;n extraordinary ſtate, 
and her corpſe was honourably.interred in his chapel, 

. and Fan ker tomb he cauſec to be engraven theſe 

| Words - | .- et | 
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By means of @ ptrfidioas traitor, T © ; 
Hawe caus'd tn priſon my goed queen to dies” 
41n token of my grief and great reſpect, 
T7 to her memory «hts tomb erect ; : 
Which ſhall her wirnne vindicate, and be 
A warning how a kings miſled like me, 
And whoſjorer thou art that paſjeth byy 
- Curſe him that caus'd my virtuous queen 10 dits 


Then ſaid the empreſs, * You have ſhewed me 
* good example to beware of bad counſel; therefore |, 


my daughter ſhall not die.” And the miftreſs de> 
parted from her with a joyful heart. 


The Sixth Complaint of Radamentus, 


WW HEN Radamentus perceived that the young 


princeſs was reprieved again, he grew fo. 


inpatient, that every one thought he would have 
run mad; therefore they run and told the empreſs, 
that Radamentus was going beſide himſelf; - for they 
never ſaw him before in ſuch a frantich humour, — 
Then the empreſs went to him, and ſaid, « Where- 

. fore, my good lord, are-you ſo unpattent?* He an- 
{wered, « O:madam, how can I hide my grief! 'The 
reat love I owe your majeſty prevents - me from 
(leaving youz and if+ I ſtay, I fee. nothing but ruin 
and deftruttion ready to fall .opon you, for ſuffering 
ſuch baſe and laſcivious ations, committed by-your 
praceleſs. daughter; and\' nat ſuppreſſed according te 
Cana makes- me'iaſhamed to go out in the fight 


. vof \ the-ſun :| my: advice which you ought to-receive, 


you flight; and rather believe the old womens fables: 


\heectore I fear it will happen to you wore than fr 
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did. to' the lady, who tendered her young lane 
at laſt he. tore her throat. '—*,Q my goed: ofhich, 
the. empreſs, * ſhew me that example.? - bit rpptiedy 


one ſtory more, 
Wtth YOu, 


The Sixth Example of Radamen reds ” 


N the Kingdom of Rerfia lived lady who, be- 
ing with' child, longed- for a young” lien; for 
which a ſtri&t ſearch was madeall over Aſa. .''Atlat 
* nobleman being hunting” in 'a wild foreft, chanced 
to catch a lion's whelp, and ſent it tothe dy, who 
no ſooner received it, bue fell m labour, an&was 
delivered of a hoy, in whom ſhe placed her chief 
delight. She alſo took a great li to the hon, 
whom' the alſo kept by hor, feeding it with all 'the 
dainties ſhe poſſibly rowld get, and the lion would 
falew her up and down-the houſe, and ſeemed as 
tamg ar a dog: at laſt he wauld” walk 'abroad; ant 
run amongtt the ſheep, but meddle with none, (be- 
cauſe he was cautinually fed: with fach dainties that 
he had ao occafton:-t6 kill the fheep): which . made 
the Iady-love him ſo qauch the mare, tendering” him - 
as ſhe dig her child, of 


But upon & tune, the lady p6ing from home, and 


Py 


committing the- charge of her young How to her: 


maid; ſhe. ——_ not the attendarcs her lady did; 
wherefore he ran/out amang the flock; and 'ſlew.one- 
of the boſk Ts and dovayred hin. 


When 
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When rhe 4ady- came home, the ſhepherd coin- 
plaineF to her,and faid,'* Thetron has: flain otie of 
whe'beft ſlidep in the flock 7/ but: the lady would not 
betieveiratiliithe'fteward came and verified it; then 


fidgrthedady, 4 Alas, if he has ſlain one of the flock, 


it is nyby-chance; for heis a whelp, and knew not 


d; butif we catch him again doing ſich a 


>. 
F.o: 


wh#t he 
wick; wowilleorrett him for it. 
: 1A tle turreaftcr, he came. into the flock and flew 
two, and devoured as much as he could; and' what 
was left, a greyhound of the houſe found and eat.— 
The hon being-come home firſt, and got to his cauch, 
there wash&ſbfpicidmof him; but the poor greyhound 
coming home 
herd laid-alb-the-blame/upon hin s wherefore the lady 
comnmanded:him to be: killed; which verifies the old 
proverb, .{t. iis ſafer; for'/ome to :fltal a horſe,” than for 
ethers: 40 Mek Gwerover the hedge. LIBROS 
e- She third time the lion, went to the flock, he. ſlew 
three and. glatted bamnſelf with thagr blood : then the 
ſhepberdi complained the:fecond time of him; but. 
could haveno.redrefs ;:the lady: fill pardoning him, 
hopirig, he would giznd. , But-the fourth time:he fell 
arhong the-floek, he ſlew.and wounded above twenty ; 
which: mads.every boty blame very much the. lady 
for keeping a -ravenous: beaſt to deſtroy ſo pood .a 
flock: yet ſhe would 'not kill himz nor; hardly give 
credit to what they {aid ; þut being perſuaded that ſhe 
could reclaim him,-ſhe kept him in her-chamber cloſe 
for two.or three days; apd heilay- juſt by the. cradie 
where her young ſon was. Mig 8 © 5: .0:M4 
© -It happened "one. morning that -his; wrath began 
to-riſe, and his.eyes ſeemed as red as blood; and, 
ing 'up and down the chamber, he ftnelt to the 
cradle. where: the infant lay, and at laſt jumped-in 
upon him, and tearing him. all to pieces, = _ 
je £4 ff crore 


th his chops alt bloody, the ſhep-- 


| | 


W 1 in 


The Seven Wiſe Miſtreiſes. 765; 


19 2557 241 02 {5igigd 18 {90d 
«; ' * * We 


” +004 PIG tid! L jw 
REST ; by 
124 
" h ' 
wY tO 
(08 
-J . m_ 
. F $384 
P L 
SOL 
«*P 
£7 > - 
-q 5 
# 3+ 
\ 4 . bor x 
h 24 
"4 
A 
— - p - s * ua P - 
CFe.2f # ad 23-521 : « {D,45i3 3 S.-1 4 © . 


before his mother's face. Then the lady wrunp her ' 
hards, and eurſed the time ſhe refuſed to kill him. 
But that did not fatisfythe ſavage beaft; for after he 
had diſpatched the child, he l-aped upon the lady, 
ant tore her'joine from joint ;!| and when tHe fervarte” 
hearing her ery our7 rawout, and teokingthawuph 
keyhole, MF the'thaniber was fall of blogd.! * . 4 
Radamentus having 'thavended hisexample, faid, + 
« I fear, madam, it wil 'rappeitd you, as it did ts - 
this poor lady; ww tendering:and Aving. your wicked * 
daughter, notwithſtauging thecrime ſhe is guilty of; - 
{ſs that when ſhe comes to have power, the will: dy-" 
ſtroy ybur ſubjets, the good ſheep, and after: bring 
you to a miſerable end, + Thew{aid the: empreſs— 
«Surely that ſhall-not: þez for to-morrow: my daugh- 
ter thall die,? 577 of 90% Inns afiies bc 03415 
''Fhe - morning - being come, ' ſhe. commantied her: 
officers to lead her to the ſtake. While allzhe peger! 


ple' were lamenting the" fate of this prineeſs; :3.! he 
was led to executions the ſich qmiltebls; pppeared in 
7A 7 & . figar; 
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- ht, and haſtened to the palace with all ſpeed; 
ppreſs diſtainfully look 

are th 
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aught EAtE s ard the 
e- -mp 4 ſs defired to hear-that flo. and the 
prineeſs beig recalled, the milreſs bas uo as fol- 
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: \ The EXAMPLE of the Sjarh Miftreſs, 


4H RE lived in Burgundy a fair widow prin- 
ceſs; of great worth and renown, who took 


_ wonderfu} delight in; ſecing juſts and tournaments : 


, upon 2 time, there came ſeveral brave princes 
an Wow to ſhew their valour before the = 
of all whom, none ſo much. diſtinguiſhed himſcif as 
the valiant Brutus, one-of the Knights of Malta, to; 
whom. occurred - the. glor of the day, ſo that the . 

ſs -was enamoureid of him, and-could not keep | 
= s of him all the day. _ 

Whew night drew on, Bratus was condufted our . 

of the field with great honour, trumpets ſounding, . 


. drums beating and the Wophies of .viftory. carried 


os was all the while 3 in the. palace wine 


dow i pleaſed. with bis manly behaviour, Fhas, 
4 
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the" beret 12066ves forms , and "Ries NR: to 


ne it. 'But WR confiderntiqn, the invited 
the nightto a 

A ew pptdcbor: this tnviition AB 2 rear honoup 
gil at the prefixed time, appeared before the prin 


 trefsiniſuch a ma nt-habit, and | contely de 


ment, that-ſhe was: raviſthed a whies ' Afeer/tmw- 
tual civilities, and ſome converſation, «they Went 236. 
dinner and paſſed away ' the- time in compliments] 
diſconries, 'to the UUrAGAgry farizfaftion of the 
prancets, | 

Now this 1ady* "had- > enocfil dau her, full of 
Modeſty and virtme, upon whom'-the: ht beef A 
fixed eye; but 'the princeſs imagining t 
was more ambitious to court her:than- her = 
daughter, had mo jealouſy upon (that -account: 
after they had 'feafted together for the Tpace of a 
Week, the knight anok courteoufly took his leave, 
_ departed home, PRIny to come again _ 

ter, 


176 . Dhe;SaveR Wike Myltreffes. 
But the time of his promiſe being elapſed, and the 
© Cornit uae ene ſs nearing, = 


OLA » 


th 


He 38 here, Qui, of: your 4ight,.ſheis wantonly playing 
th hi Noo 3,:l'am well aſſured ſhe fecretly 


20 Eben the princeſs. gommanded:her daughter-to be 
fagrificed. to Apellog and accordingly: there was .an 
altar erefted: before--the;; palace gate, covered with 
black, and four great wax,,candles, ſet in ſockets of 
filver,a chafling diſh.of coals, and:a;knife for the 
£xecutionere..', All things thus m order, the young 
Jady . was broughs to the. altar, attended by welvs 
maiden Jadigqzarray ed in white. veſtments; apd be. 
wh "NS 
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ing almoſt at the point of yielding to the! fatalfiroke, 
ſhe turned tg the pompele om mother): and "ſpans 


p 

CE follows—-; $$7% Y ; y | 
J Ste F 74 TY EP of . A c 

Dread princeſs, mynoR honogred niothery þ. ; 

i, Io ft v1in;tdgy 3% * Sr vo ; Se E 


Fa 
th: 
{i 
Mo 
[K 

3.9 
HA 


I AM brought 3 In the prime of ry pont# ts Fl facris 
ficed for crimes hd) to ray! rharge; which the great 


God 1 ot ſhortly appear » before knows 1, ant entirely 
Innocent of, as; well:\jr thaaght ec atftiong' a» witin, 
rather to the ih/ntinte ambition of @ fdlfe Acruſen, than 
to pleaſe the great Diwinity. i amafferet {op rehe oder 
lights not in human blood. ' It. is my firm confillence, 
that the s God of Heaven,' = of © know the [c- 
erets of all biarts, wg my ſpotleſs inmotguce,'' 7 it 
due time, bring the.triith to light, to. the'dt 


and confu the unjuft, who fire guilty' rome ay * 
— 7a th joke =_ banoured. Madan, *yourt 


High -qwill not refuſe to way! & tears and 
{a at canjaſſes which m0W Jar eee ture dexics 
) 

L he had ſcarce Madera edd of herk dah) whe 
the valiant Brutus, who was Juſt return i from Mal 
ta, ruſhed into the-palace yard, maidnga line: with 
his ſteed among the croud and-rreſcted! the young |}; 
lady from the: knife of the execgtioner, and brings j | 
30g her in to her mothen, ſaid, You had/but 'thres 5 
things in. your palace, matam, beſides yourſelf that 1 -\1 
delighted in, and thoſe you'have.or would.deftray;* >! 7 
The princeſs aſked. what: theſe-things' woes che 
knight replied, © They are your hound,2your patrypt; 
and your daughter.” The princeſs ſaid, < My ſtew- 
ard informed me that the hound offended you, and 
adviſed me tq kill him. Another time he told me, 
the parrot difpleaſed you, and counielled me to de- 
Kroy T; and thirdly, » reg rve, that my daugh- |; 
cer. [i 


Wot ieg 
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£7 has eee TO 
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ter had met wickedly conſpired my death, for which 
he earneſtly adviſed me ts ſacrifice, hey to Apollo.” 

' Then {aid the knight, * Your Iladyſhip ought to 
have had better proof in all theſe cafes; and not have 
relied ſg:much' onthe treachergis advice of one de- 
figning counſellor, whoſe treachery ſhall be immedi- 
ately. manifeſted to you?” a ; 

' "The ſteward being then called, the knight fternſy 
demanded,' if he had'eyer nxol4him that-he was of- 
Snded cither:with the hound or the parrot? He an- 
fwered, No." The og ſaid, * Did thowever 
know-the- lady, in'any one re , conſpire 
root ary tres Lper ble Fe . wa , | 
-  The:fteward, 4ull of confuſion, made no reply, but 
fell-upon.jns denees ;and-begped pardon of*the prin« 
ceſs. | IIS Ig mma great fury, ſaid, 
«£ O.curfedwhaitor !* haft thou made me do'!” 1 
have (lain tht Hound:Lloved ſo- dearly, and the par- 
YoDas I did any. life//by thy . 99 an advice and\yow 
-tO deat only- ger 
through'the ſame treacherous counſe), for which thou 
hall: ſurely tie? And ſaying this, ſhe commanded 
him tobe led te the gallows, and M753 
. Now;? ſai&'the mitrefs,”* does your majeſty un» 
gderftand what Þ have ſaid ??— Yes, vety well;* fail 
the empreſs,” 4\.ang-it-rejoiceth 'mytheart that the 


| oP 2 lady:was:faved; therefore amy. daughter this 
VE Jaydbal 


inoudie.” Then ſaid the miſtreſs, * If you 
do'ſo,you willdo wellz: therefore I commend you to. 
God,and thank: you for! fparing your daughter 'this 
day or what I have ſaid,? [ETD £.-* 3% wy 
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The Seventh Complaint of Radamentys.. Be 


1s Radamentys heard. the princeſs was has 
doned again, he ran up and down the gar 


like a madman, crying, <©.Q unhappy man 


Hey 


am! that I ſhoutd come into this country to execute 
juſtice, and am conſtratned to ſee vice ſupported, 
and virtue abandoned !* S 
' The empreſs hearing theſe com laints, ſaid, < My 
Jord, leave theſe lamentationg, j 


_ Madam,” faid Radamentys, «I 


ice ſhall be done," | 


rnieved to.thp 


am 
heart for your Majeſty, who is "blindly led .into &. 
ſnare 'to your own deſtraQtion ; for 1 it, will certainly 
happen to you as it did to a.certain Queen of the 


Vandals.? 


The empreſs deſiring to hear that ſtory, gown 


.mentus-ſaid, 


* It will 


kgnify nothing to tell 


majeſty ; for I have ſhewed you fix already, an 

you are difſuaded from taking warning\by them, by | 
I ,vfll ſhew you 
this one: which ſhall be the laſt I ever thall trouble 
myſelf or your majeſty. with. . 


Ax- fooliſh women : 


nevertheleſs I 


The Seventh Exanyleof Radamentus: | 


HERE was a certain queenef ths Vandals, 
who had a very beautiful daughter, whom _ 
the entirely loved, inſomuch that ſhe could not enduye | 
her out of her fight. 


n 


a time as they were walking 


in the 


ee 
the young lady had a bird in her :hand, he punks 
woult very fain have cauſed to fing, and becauſe it 


would not;' the pi 


picked out ity 


and' letting it "Doſs the bird 
Sighte on C—_ of a.vine,; which 


denially- 


with her bodkin, 


Tk: and acci- 


grow ; 
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grew over the queen's window, and ſang for a while 
yery dofefully evety morning ; which'the/queen hear- 
ig, upon a time ſaid, © O that I knew the mean- 
ing'of what this poor bird fo movrnfully fings, now 
&s eyes are out,” "7 + it Fnnh © N 
An old grave counſeHor, whoſe name-was Mem- 
non, hearing the queen fay ſo, ſtood up and ſaid, © If 
It may not offend the" queen, I wilt dethre the inter- 
pretation,” The queen commanding him to expound 
the meaning, he fad, © Gracious lady, the bird warns 
Fou to beware that your daughter prek 'not out-your 
eyes as ſhe did his, ar.d-'that you cnt her-6F before 
ſhe come to that maturity as to fit upon' your throne J- 
with the-crown apon her head, when you are brought 
to the bar of juſtice upon your -knees, and cnt of 
anjufily.” FD | 
_* 'This interpretation difpleaſed the gueen, who re- | | 
buked the counſelfor, and faid, < This is but a fa-; 
'Ble; my dear chiki-ts of np ſuch nature; Thus 
contemned' ſhe thitsſeering 'wholeſome advice, ac- 
cording to thie 'proverd, Tl the time of repentance 
m2 CERES 54 
As her daughter grew tp,. the -queen' more and 
more doated upon her, infomuch, that fhe reſolved 
to inveſt her ah; 4; power <qual-to her'own: ſo th::t 
the ſhould govern the kingdom one year, and her 
daughter: er; and::in order -tq, this,'ſhe 1flued 
x proclamation, importing; . that 'whatſogyer cher 
-daughter ſhould exdnftiin her year, ſhowld be,obſerved 
2 law for ever eftabliſhed. $0902: 269 116 
5: goon after: the yidtng lady, was crowned with great 
 *&remony, and-inyeltet; with, the regal authority ; 
ot: wherl the.had-on-wbs royal robes, grown, and 
.alt'the' peer; hee) eyn-bandeyfhe., phought, they 
- became her ſowvell;! thatghag! maygdetly to part; with 
«hem ; «an accordingly: togk meaſures; th: keep. .the 
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-Ambition, the night following ma 
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Fime. .For no ſooner was. ſhe-ſettted-in her: anal 
Foreraments than He taxed her mother of hightrea- 

n for the death of her father, and hrought her upon 
her knees before the bar of: juſtice; while” the lat 
wpon the throne. 

The queen-perceiving her datighter's tyranny __ 

Is het” Eſcape, and 
thought to raiſe an army, but in vain: for being 
preſently mifſed, diligent ſearch was madeafter her, 
and when they had taken her, the daughter to pre 
vent her future eſcape, bored out her: EYES; 1," 

Then, too late, the, poor queen remembered the 
ſang of- the blind bird, and, bitterly weeping, ſaid, 
« Curſed be the time that I refuſed to take, the cau- 

tion of the bird,? 

Aﬀer that this wicked daughter brought ders ER 
tothe bar of juſtice, and found her guilty of ended- 
vouring her eſcape, and in one day fhe'deprived her 
of kingdom, crown, and life, by compelling, her to 
drink a glaſs of poifon; reigning afterwards ſuch a 
wicked tyrant, that all the pepple curſed. the = Me 
was born.*. 

'Then ſaid TSA 3 This, nate. was the 
miſerable end of a fopd. mother! and I fear; pur 
wicked daughter will prove'ſo to you, if youſes boy 
h ve? "4 4.4 Sk #7 

* « God forbid,” Gaid the empreſs, Ec; buz. to e 
12,604 far the ſhall ſurely die.” ,.. ,* 112; _ * 
- 'Agcorgingly, the next orning, ſhe. .commanged 
her officers to.lead her ATA to the ſtake, which was 
preſently. done. j,'Then P thifilea, the ſeventy miſ- 
trels, cate ard threw. heclelf at the feetph,tthe, em=, 
preſs, beſeeching her 19 .ſpare her daughter hut that 
once, and ſhe ſhould heat the innocence of the Prin-, 
ceſs erted by her own, mouth the. ngxt day: . af; 
ſuring her, that otherwiſe i TA would hajpep ba hex a. 
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ardid:to a certain CONE whom The offere# 
to relate an -example,”-provided the empreſs in the 
ancan'ame would -call her daughter from execution. 


The EXAM PLE of the Seventh Miftrefs. * 


 .. T6 which theemprefs aſenting, the miſtreſs begam 


0 HE RE was a certain widow, who had ſuch a: 


| - great and plentiful eſtate, that ſhe knew not 
the profie . 


'revenues thereof; ſo that ſhe was obli- _ 


get to make choice of a+-grave old prieſt ts be her 
aſlftant; to whom ſhe left the chitf management of 
ker eſtate, believing-ſhe might juſtly confide in him. 


the-ſole heireſs of all her large poſſeſſions: and the 
old prieſt obſerving the great truſt the lady repoſed 


in hm, reſolved to make his advantage of it, and to- 


endeavour to difpofleſs the daughter, not queſtioning 


| - But then he could ſoon be able to defraud the vidow | 


of 'her:eftate. ' 


| Accordingly, upon a time he faid, * It cannot but. 
be very - Conveniient, madam, fince you are a widow - 


and'T a batchelor, to conctude a marriage, provide 

| you will cut of the 3ntail, and difinherit ygur daugh+ 
ter, which will make her more dutiful to us, yoowng. 
the mult dep-nd on our favour, and after our dece 
will bequeath it to her again:* -- , 
The Widow thinking he had counfelled her for the 
deft, being of au eaſy temper, approved this adytee 
and difinherited ker own child, and then'afed the 

' oh mat to be as good-as his promiſe ; who faid, © KL 


will marry you, madam, if you will aflign the eſtate” 


 everio me: and I will be careful of your daughter, 


loving to you, and govern with all-juſtice; NEXT 
Way-bdy tall be Crs, | _ 


This widow lady had one only caughter, who was. - 


4 
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The widow repoſed ſuch great confidence i in hin, 
that ſhe mage over all her eſtate-to' kim, which be- 
ing done, he neither regarded the: young 'lady nor 
the. widow; who, at the time ap inted, required of 
him to-marry her; -but-the -eqmvocating prieft an- 
ſwered, that he-was. ready to marry her if fhe had 
procured herſelf ahuſband; « Why,” ſard the widow, 
© will you not be my huſband ?%—* No,” rephed he, 
« promiſed but-to marry you, not to be your huſ- 
band.* 

At his the anduw wrung Her hands, exclaimed 
bf wwe" p_—_—_ fatal creduhity, and the trea- 
cheny of She priall, hi af ant wept- grievoufly, 
ſajings * hjs, hand hi ned my eftate from 
my ter to-that perfidious villain ſhall now 
end 'my miler*t And ſaying his ſhe tabbed 
horſe, and Galt 


Rowen teat! . 
iAs far ber yiagnidatyhter, iffie being-tamed our, of 
any this treagherous prick, Ueftitute of 
6+ 16d ag diftraRed ani] periſhed 


<\Underftandgron,madem, 
es, very well,” .Gid-theam- 


«'[hope-thengeur aa. 
Je Fictions Few 6 ker ra 
1 
and after to ruin you, that may reign lord and 


emperor.'— 
| © You haye heed me 2 good example, aid the 


* 


Ts os 
as 
k 5+ & 


empreſs,'< 'and it grieves my heartito hear - that 14. 


proved ſo/faral to'ths widow and hw phter. '? 
promiſe you that my'& ſhall not diS this day; 
and I hall rejoice ex ingly to/beat her ſpeak tos 
morrow.”' 


« By the afiftance of "God,” replied the mifireſs, 


your majefly ſtikllthen: hear her-ſpeak ;-ant I doube - 


Not 
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not but ſhe will decide the controyerſy betwixt Ra- 
damentus and us, to.the ſatisfattion of your majeſty 
and all the world, a | 


Am 


ho —— 
—— 


How Sabrina; the Empreſi*s Daughter, complazned of 
a1 Radamentus, and efrnded berfelf. = aurhel 
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.QON: after, vl the Seyen Wiſe Miſtreſtes.conſul- 
ad in-what manner. they ſhould attend che) pric- 
ef5.:9.:he-pyage; who, being preſent, ſaid; © Take | 
n6-heed waar I,fhallfs y tor. lam provided already. 

is;,rejgiced themgyl; and they cloatheq, her in, 
cloth of gold; and when = _ Cn nigh, pyt. 
her, in a Razely;iehargts, drawn . by, fix milk-white 
Reeds, themſelves. riding 4. coaghen bffore, the, > 


@ % 
ft 
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not, the Roman banners diſplayed, and all ſorts of 
mulic playing. ove! 

The empreſs hearing, the melody, came out to 
meet them ;. and as ſoon as the princeſs ſaw her ſhe 
fell upon ker knees and ſaid, © Hail! my. moſt dear 
and moſt. honoured mother !? | 

Overjoyed tg hear her ſpeak, the empreſs em- 
braced her in her arms, and kifſed her; and having 
condutted her into the palace, the princeſs began to 
declare how Radamentus had attempted to feduce 
her in the garden, which not being able to effeR, he 
had accuſed her of committing fornication with .a 
fixange man under a fig tree; concluding that, what 
had made her more unhappy under that wicked 
charge, was, that by her knowledge in the ftars, 
forelcein » that if ſhe ſpoke.any more than one word 
within þ ſpace of ſeven days, ſhe ſhould diea 
ſhameful death, ſhe durit not open her mouth in her. 
own vindication, » be - | 

[The princeſs then accuſed Radamentus of com- 
mitting fornication, with a pretended - gentleman of 
his bed chamber, who being bronght, and the prin» 
ceſs infii.ing to- have his ſex examined, confeſſed 


himſelf a woman... 4 4, 
Radamenius remaining filent 'and in confuſion, the 
empreſs turning' to him, full 'of indignation, faid, 
© Wicked wretch! was not thy concubine ſufficient 
to ſatisfy thy depraved appetite, - but thou muſt at- 
tempt to debauch my. only daughter.” 
hen Radamentus fell to the grounds and begged 
pardon; but the empreſs ſaid, OO ungriteful' traly 
tor! _ thou - imploreft mercy, but ſhalt find "pope; 
for. the :tigour of the Jaw ſhall 'be executed: upar 
thee, to a. ſtiagzefal death; as thou; haſ} deſerved» 
"Then tuning to the princes, ** My dear daughter, 
faid the, ©] am-cntirely conviteed of thy innocence 
-C i CEP 19D 93; "74 
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and that T may be a further witneſs of thy wiſdom 
and knowledge, I defire to hear 'an example ſuitable 
to the preſent circumſtance, and then 1 will give 
fentence according to law upon the traitor - Rada- 
mentus.? , » le | 

* Then filence being commanded the princeſs, in 
obedience to her mother, began as follows  * 


The Example of SABRINA, the Emprofi*s Danghtess 


Fi Bulgaria reigned a” mighty queen, who had 
b 


ut one only daughter, whom ſhe committed to 


the.care of a wiſe miſtreſs, to be educated and in- 
ruſted in all manner of -virtuous learning ; where 
having been a conſiderable time, her mother had' a 
defire to fee her, and ſer: a letter to the miſtreſs to 
bring her home. _ | DET. 
This being accordingly done, the young hdy ap- 
pres to her mother, and every one who beheld her 
ound her fo expert in learning, gracious in behayt- 
our, and courteous to. all, that the queen exceedingly 
r7ejoiced m her. : HH op 
It happened on a time, as the princeſs waited at 
table on her mother, the queen beheld npon the wall 
the ſhadow of a hand, that wrote three fines in an 
unknown -tongue,, which ſhe defiring to know the 
meaning of, the prinecſs'0Fered to explain the ſame, 
3f the queen would nat be gffended. . She declar- 
ing the would not, the young lady ſpake as fol- 


'* Moft hongured mother, this writing Bgnies 


that I ſhall become a mighty princefs,. ant thall' be . 


honoured of all pegple;, eſpecially my own motkex, 
who ſhall bring me 3 glairof Wie: ang bow whree 
zimes, and kneel at the delivery of it* © ring 

FEre ens © 6 . 


k a 


. .* The: queen [enraged at this interpretation, ſaid, 
© Thon ſhalt never have ſuch honour -and ſervice of 
-me.” - Then ſhe commanded: her fervants to \carry 
- ker anto a-diſtant foreſt, and afier they had killed her 
-to-bring:her heart for a pledge of: ker:death. -* + 
_ The dexvants obeyed, buthaving compaſſion:on-fe 
admirable a young lady, when they came to the fo- 
reſt, agreed to. kill fame wild : beaſt, and carry.the 
*heart to the queen; and to;put the princeſs 3n ahol- 
low tree, and ſoo leave.her tothe care :of Divine 
Providence. > : iq 

This was no ſooner agreed on, than'they efpicd-a 
young wild. boar aſleep under a large tree, whicivone 
of them aſcending, ſtooped down, and having cut 
his throat, the reſt. draw-near, and taking out his 
Keart, .carriedir tothe queen, who ſaid, infultingly, 


| thelieving.at iwas hier daughter's, :43Propheey. ſome» 


times proves not true.” HPNY 2 

- - 'The next morning,:a knightzof-" hunt 
3ng in that foreſt, eſpxtd the-princeſs, ina hollow tree, 
Her noble appearance and majeſtic countenance inr- 


anediately confirmed him, thavſhe was:of royal ex- 
«traction ; and therefore, well pleaſed-with his prize, 
he took her out and carried her into his-ovwin country, 
and gaveher attendants ſuuable tother ſappoſed>birth, 
-whach he th t fit not to declare, teft:ſhe ſhould 
again fall arte hands-of. her cxuel mother... 
The young lady, under the tyition,of the knighs, 
ſoon improved ſfo:much in beautyywit, and learfang, 
that fame ſounded her praiſe albqver Frazebond,.in- 
ſomuch, that the emperor 'thereaf, whorryas a young 


Prince, came to ſee-her at the knight's:houſe. + 


No ſooner did he fet his eyes on her, 'but he was 
enamoured of her, and after dinner, having daneed 


with her, he married her, and brought. her home 


%. 
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«with great-pomp*.and: folemnity wt. his palace, and 
crowned heriemprets. + Bd nO08'L 
\--Three:years ſhedived thus with het twſking, he 
emperer,'inall manner df ſplendor and happineſs, at 
the end. of whirhy the emperor dying, ſhe wag. croven- 
«ed:fole. ws pg of: een) as ker huſband had 
willed, $2 yo? 8 
| '-Arriving nota the full heipht of: glory! the 2p- 
plied herſelf to the ſtudy of aſtrology; gl her private 
-diverfiow; and on'a times by the configuration of the 
ſtars, ſhe obſerved, that the Prince of Moravia had 
anvaded her:mother's dominions, to:deprive her doth 
of crown and. dignitys and baniſh her out of bg own 
G country." 7 
; | The generous princeſs laying to heart her motheriq 
.afMidzvns, (for pure good-nature will never be totally 
1oſt) raxfed a-mighty army, and marched towards her 
mother's country, who was gp rm informed there- 
of, to her great Joy and ſurpriſe, knowin -ſhe had NCee 
ver. any Crt ance. with: ber W —_ _ 
went m meet her, and pt el 
the fell upon ker kriees 1d; -%0 
. have 1 merited'io ſignal a favour of ona — 
.cellent Majeſty, as that 700 ſhould: come-int perich 
ao rr Vary. me 'my dominlons?? f 
e enipreſs affetionately took her up , and con- 
dufted: hero the place where ſhe had niken up her 
,courtz whete being come, the queei »preſented the 
empreſs' with a bowl of wine, and bowing: three 
ime: 'kneeled to prefent it. 

The: empreſs themcommanding ker ſervants to de- 
part the'xoom; aſked the queen, what became of the 
daughter ſhe was informed the once had; defiting 
;her- to tell her: freely. 

.- The queen” then, without concealing apy thing, 
told the empreſs, as has beon related, of the hand- 
writings 


ARG 
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» 


writing, of :ner darghitr's interpretation; andof ior 
-Swagtuelty.thereipontiexcuſing/herfetf5 chit ſhe ap- 
qprebanded the explanationts.proceed from preſirnp- 


tion and ambitior, and that. her daughter/would *de- 


throne her, and make her her vaflal. 

_ Then faid the empreſs, © You ſee, madam, that tis 
in vain to ftrive againft the will of Heaven; for to 
keep your majeſty no longer m ſuſpence, I am the 

ame adn whom you ſo-ergelly doomed 'to4die, 
being. preſervedby.Provideuce-to ſapport yourcrown 
and dignity. | | 

.. i The gueen-aſtoniſhed at.this declaration, fell-dg 
before. the empreſs, begging her pardon; the empFeſs 
Agok her up, and Qurifatly. eneglings requeſted. 

'blefling; after which ſhe aroſe, and Lig: « Now yoga 


"Hall find, madam, that my glory and exaltation-ſervos 
only to reftore your honour,.and ſuppon your digi 
Wy Will always a& as bechmes a Jutiful daughter 


_ [- yee rt 'b > 9 2. i me 
th birth of Rk s daodhier ; and Lefiring $0 hear by 
what means ſhe was preſerved, and arrived to ſuc 

dignity, the empreſs told her, how the ſervants ſent 
to kill her, had preſervedditt ina hollow tree, carry- 
ing to her the heart of a boarz how the knight had 
found her, and carried her $0./Trebazond 3'amd laſtly 
how; the, emperor fell.in love with and married her, 
8: bas been related..:-: :: pethus 2.0 2p 00g 90CAÞ 

-.. $qon. after the queen and princeſs were met by the 


_tyrangcal Prince of Moravia, with a great army, &4 


bloody:batile. enſued, wherein the prince was totally 


 diſcomfited, and lain inthe purſuit; and all the princes 


and lords of the country paid their profound homage 
20-.theis rightful ſovereign, with the utmoſt joy and 
$ruumph, and foqn after the empreſs. united Margvia 
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& the dominiens of her mother; through which kay 
T7 | «” 


_her in a chair of fiate on ag hand; 
;Þ 


©2 The Seven Wife Miſtrees. 
ingeftabliſhed a firm-and lafting tranquility, and re- 
.ceved the congratulations of all the neighbouring 
potentates, ſhe returned with great honour and: glory 
ano ther own territories.* / LP; 1071 


4, 


hand ae Dan roms ah 
., 087. Daughter Sabrina . to be crotuncd Buyr i. 0 


E Princeſs" Sabjina, 'hiying thus 'ended her 
5 = exampleto the . applanſe of all preſenyz, pro- 


her mother «the empreſy'of her inviolable [duty agg 
obedience; which the did in ſo;admirable a manyer, 
tharthe omiprefy, .ho Tonger 2ble.to contain her gre 

Joy, .afeionately embraced her, -then 


vecded:to apply 'it to the'caſe in hand; and to Tl | 


«. 


l and *xiien p] 
dhe following 'to'the in the ' ri 
CELTS RAT eve 

| My dear, Daughter, 29) nt ; 

'<."Tjs-not without the greateſt foy andrfatisfaQiort, 
ghat Lbaxe receivedthis-pregnant proof of your inn6- 
cence and wit. And ſeeing it bath pleaſed the Divine 
Powersto bleſs you with fuch:graces'6f mind;”1 now 
rmly-refolve to quit to you: my throne, and betake 
«myſelf to a peaceful reviremene from-all the-troobles 
of. a.crown, and the noiſe and hurry of human life. 


Iam very well ſatisfied by the #xample you have 
Mewn me, of your ability.to govern:the empire, and 
tyStin the glorious thron* of judgment, which 6 


many. 


Am 
= 


wy "op > 
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any of, your nphle anceſtors have poſitiſed ; to:you,: 


therefore I commit the care and-welfare of iny people, 


which:heaceforth are no longer. mine, but yours. 

 Fhen the empreſs.turning/ to the nobles made &- 
ſpeech to thein in the following terms— 

My. lords and Counſellors, bh og 

. T cannot doubt that you entirely. approve.my re@- 
lution, and are as well pleaſed with it as myſels.. You: 
are not inſen{ible that my daughter is the only heirof. 
my dominions;” and as I cannot live a long time, ſhe- 
will he your empreſs but a little while ſooner than you, 
might have expected... | es: { 

I am quite tired with the fatigue of government, 

and as I have lived a great while, and ſeen many days 
of proſperity as well as atverſity.,] cannot but think 


' it. my concern to lay, down my earthly diadem, to fit 


myſelf without interruption for & better in Heaven: 


Nor will you, my lords, envy me the ſatisfaton to | 


ſee the crown, by an equal. and juſt adminiftrtion, 
flouriſh on- the head of my daughter before I go to 
the grave; and I queſtion not that you will every one 
of you contribute all in his power to the advance- 
ment of her honour and gloryy and the public good,*. 


"Then the lords drew up an addreſs to the empreſs 
2s follows — : 


« Mott gracious empreis, ® 


WITH hearts full of ratitude we beg leave to re- | 


turn you qur moſt humble thanks for graciquſly con- 
— acquaintus with-your-imperial majeſty X 
u 


will and pleaſure of reſigning. to your prineely daugh-- 
ter the imperial ſcepter, which you fs:long and fo 
glorioully ſwayed, 


4 ; A' 
As we have all 
A:i:.iz, Ouſe 


ed. 
along had the kenour to acquit 
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ourſelves. as: the-moſt obedient and faithful kt « >-om] 


to fo gracious a ſovereign,” ſo we thalt not now/ſcru- 


ple to give 'your'inſperial majeſty the mb'fi nd 


cemonſtration of our *duty, by 'our entire'filbm1. 


| to your majeſty*s'choice and reſignation; grounded? 


on motives fo glorious to your-imperial majeſty. 


'We beg leave, however, to add, that'it wolild be, 
with extreme” reluctance that.we Thould part with 
your majeſty*s gentle and gracious adminiftration;” 
were we-not aſſured that your majeſty's wofthy ſuc. 


ceſſor will think it her glory to tread in your ſteps, 

2nd after your uluftrious example, make'the welfare 

an happineſs of all her ako her chief care and 
udy.' | 


The empreſs after. this; fuſpentiag the e:tecution 
of Radamentus, for his greater mortification, fixed 
the day of corogation ;' which being comie; the prin= 
eefs' Sabrina was crowned emprefs with the greateſt 
ſolemnity and maynificence's and all/the' nobles and 
magiftrates being aſſembled to ſwear homage and al- 
legiance, they were introduced with great pomp and 

ceremony ; and having taken the: uſnal oaths, the 
new e@mpreſs in the preſence- of them all, thus ha- 
rangued her mother, {6 Qt 7» 


* i 


c Mot honoured mother, 


Notwithſtanding it hath been your moſt 6 gracious 
. will and pleaſure to confer'upon 'me the imperial dig- 
nity, before Jour majefty's degeafe, which my ambi- 
tion never aſpired'to:/ yet, ever dear and honoured 
madam, the name ads authority Nall nbt; Monde 
from you while you live.-* *. 2; 

. I will take upon me, madam; to determinehat a6: 
falr of difficulty and- trouble, that I may'cafe your 
mazefty 


<< Da a. - as ” 
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majeſty. of the -byrden of | a crawn;, but you ſhall, 
have the, glory ,and honour of itz, and. I ſhall ever 
think it my duty to reſpett and obey. your ſacred and 
imperial majeſty, hath as my ſoverergu and:my ma- 
ther,? -- | ' S 
Theſe expreflions were recetved: with applauſe by 
- the nobles, and the acclamations of. all the people, 

among whom:nothing was heard but jayful' ſhouts of 
Long live the empreſs Sabrina, z | 


| = ————— 


How Radameptus and his Concubine were ſentenced to 
Death, and accor: ingly executed, X 


| | THEN the ſolemnity of the coronation was 

thus over, tie new emprols aſſembled all the 

- judges and counſello> in the: judgrhent all ; where 

being ſat in her imperiat robes, together with her 

mother, upon the throne, Radamentus and his can-. 

$ cubine were Ted into the hall to-the* bar of juſtice ; 
and then the young empreſs ſpake as follows — 


* My lords, our loving counſellors, and judges, 


YOU have already heard the inditment of the 
two infamous p-iſoners at the bar, and their con-. 
feſfion of all that has bcen laid to their charge; for 
which reaſon it might ſeem needleſs to fay any thing 
more to convinee 'you of what you ought to: do to / 
ſatisfy offended juſtice-and injured innocence: but 
leſt the great ſcandal and danger [I have been fo late- 
ly delivered from, ſhould make evil 'impreffions' on 
the minds of any of our good ſubje&s, I hold myſelf 
obliged to ſtate the matter to you in'its trae light— | 
The criminal before” as obſerving that her majefs | 


tY, 


wiiias 
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ty; my ever honored mother, repoſed a preat con- 
fidence in his counſels, meditated no lefs than my 
death, and to” dethrone the empreſs, to make way. 
for himſelf to reign, perſuaded my. mother to ſend 
for rae home from the care of the ſeven miſtrefles, 
not queſtioning but'he ſhould find fome preterice to 
bring about his deviliſh purpoſe. . we. 

Before I ſet out, having conſulted the ftars, I plain- 
ly faw that if I ſpoke two words to any body m the 
term of ſeven. days, I ſhould ſurely die a ſhameful - 
death. Being however obliged to go, the. prifon- 
er #t the bar attempted to ſeduce me to the hateful 
fin of fornication :. but all his wicked arts proving 
ineffeQual, and believing I could not ſpeak for my. 
felf, he accuſed me of committing the very crime ' 
T had juſtly refiſted, with a ſtranger in the palace 

ardem © - On S, fo fg? 
v To omit nothing that might conduce to,my de- 
firuQion,, [ being reprieved feven times * the mere 
cy of my ever honoured mother, through the per-' 
ſuafions of. my famaus miſtreſies, he. colleKed ſeven 
pernicious examples, which day by day he told her 
majeſty, to induce her to put-me'to death, _ 

The ſeven. hateful days bong happily over, the 
eighth I ſpake for myſelf, and having confuted the 
malicious and traiterous flanders-of this perjured 
wretchz and cleared my innocence in the face of 
mankind, . "2 | 

Thus, my lords, is the priſoner at the bar guiky 
of high treaſon and falſe accuſation, befides which 
it is evident) that he has kept a private eancubine 
in man's apparel, as has been confeſſed, who is alſo 
- at the bar, and was his adviſer. in all. ls hellih .at- 

tompts, to impute to me, an innocent virgin, the, 
Heb crimes which ho daily committed in his- 
private chamberz by which meaps I have been ſe- 
Yeu 


% 


ven times led to the place of Execution, to be burnt, 
as the moftinfamous eriminak, '*----- 

Therefore, moſt gracious mother;"ws -Jou- are the 
ſole governeſs of this mighty empire, foraſmuch as 
T willl not own the general name tw your life, all you 
the lords and barons of my privy counſe}, and you 
my grave and learned lords and judges, of you 1 

emand the:.juſtice: upon: the traitor convicted at the” 
bars: and. upon this concubine, through whoſe Horrid 
treaſons I and the whole ny have been ire ſuch 
manifeſt perils,” + + 

Then Radamentus flood up; and: leads his for- 
mer ſervices, viz, That he had-coacluded a peace 
with the King of Gaul, twice: with the King of 
Nnples,and ance with. the. _Empomar of 'Greeeep in 
which ſervices having always, as he fad; -Ptaved 
himſelf a faithfut miniſter, he implored'the-mgrcy 
of the-emprefs and the court; or that he. mighg be 
only baniſhed, ot, impriſoned during life. + But * Jho 
young princeſs rejeRing-all his prayers, and-i 
ing that the traitar might be made an example © 
poiterity, the judges, a ter ennlpleation, ſaid t6 Rar 
damentus— 

* As to rhe ſervices by you pleaded, NEANER them 
to be faithfully performed, you have not done. mbre 
than you were obliged to by your duty as a ſubjeR, 
and by the great truſt 6ur moſt gracious ſovereign 
repoſed in you; beſides, it was very requiſite, that 
you ſhould recommend yourſelf by ſome faichful 
ſervices to her majeſty's efteem, to be the better able 
to bring about your helliſh - conſpiracies” aiid*trea- 
ſons. 'I'he court therefore. can aſcribe no merit to 
you from any of your paſt ations ; at leaſt, nore 
ſufficient to withold the hand of ' juſtice, and-to 
balance the moſt horrid crimes you ftand convicted 
of: they therefore "Im find themſelves 


_— 
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were. both. tied io the horſes? tails, and ſo dragged 


ag, TheSeven Wile Maſtrefies; 
obliged to pronounce upon. you and" yout coneubine, 
who as been acceſſary to all-your treaſons,.the. fol- 
loyingſentence ooo tne” 
me SENTENCE... .: 
That you ſhall both be takenaway from this place, 
; ;26.the place from whence you came; andthenee 
be drawnat two. horſes: tails-through the tity: 0 
the place of execution, and there, under the com» 
. m0n gallows,be confumed:to aſhes; 7 - | 


The ſentence being pronounced, the court broke 
up, and- the criminals carried to the priſon. from 
whence they | were brought, and ſeven days after, 


through - 
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thropgh the ſtreets, where multitudes of people 
flocked to ſee them; every one rejoicing, and cry- 
ing out,. * Behold the traitors! Rzhold the horrid 
traitors!” 
In this manner they were brought tp the common 
gallows, where a ſtake was provided, ta which they 
were bound back to. back; and the fire heing read 
to be kindled, Radamentus, addrefling him{elf to thi 
peaple, began bis confeſſion thus— | 


Good people, - 


TJ EHOLD in the perſon of the wretched Rada. 


mentus, an, inſtance of the viciſlitudes. of. fare 
tune! 'It was, but the" other day you bebe d me ſept- 
ed in glory ant} grandeur, 'the ſecond” perſon in the 
empire, arid now you perceive me trgquced to the 
ſtate of the moſt miſerable perſan in'the ation, def< 
piſed and hated by all, pitied by none;/and led to 
the moſt thameful and *1gnominzous death; which, 
however, I muſt coufeſs, 14 but juft upon me; for 
in the time I governed this gayon, [ have ſenten 
to death great numbers af innocent perfons'to eoap 


their eſtates, who were exectted upaiithis very poſt. 
I moreover ſentenced ta death my uncle, figned the 
warrant for my founges brother's 6Xecution; by 
which crueltiesgI broke my .mather*s-heart: 'An 
lafly L have pleaded. ſeven days inceflantly, with a 
traitarous intention, for the Jeitruttion'.of the impe- 
rial princeſs ;' for which, and all my other evit aRi- 
ons, the Divine vengeance has at laſt overtaken mae, 
az you {ce" - 


As foan as he had (aid this, the fire was kindted ; 
as the flame began ta riſe, the people heard 2 greax 
and lamentable voice, cryweg, * Radementus is com... 

Br ings ; GS. ingt 
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ing ! make room !'the great Radamentus is'coming !” 
' And no ſooner were theſe words ſpoken, but his body 
vaniſhed from' the take, and his concubine conſumed 
In the flame, - | St 


© Thus hated and unpitied of all men, periſhed the 
traitor Radamentus, as a juſt example to all vile 
counſellorsand falfe accufers, '  * £4” 


The Death of the ol Empre/ſi—hber Butial and £$:taph 


— tbe Gauls invade the Empire and are overthrown. , 


E he new empre's having thus outlived her 
mortal enemy, began a moſt happy and glo- 
rious reign; and by her affectionate duty to her mo- 
ther, her unpartial adminiſtration of juſtice, her fa- 
cetious temper, and her great wiſdom and penetrati- 
on ſhe attraftcd the admiration and love of every 
One. L 


Her mother lived to obſerve, with the utmoſt 
pleaſure and fatisfaftion, her daughter admired aud 
feared over all the neighhouring nations, for her 
wit and beauty; and that every day uſhered in for 
her ſomething more glorious than the preceding ; 
and then in the midſt 6f a flouriſkmeht ſtate the diced, 
leaving her beloved Sabrina ſole Empreſs of the 
Roman Empire; who, having provided every thing 
to ſolemnize the funeral with the utmoſt magnih- 
cence, interred her mother in a noble monument pur- 
poſely erected; on which was engraved the follow- 


ings 


. 
» 


EPITAPH. 


YM 


The Seven Wiſe Miſtrefles. 101 


EPITAP-H 


Within this monument interred lies, 
"Khe glorious motier of Sabrina wiſe ; 
Whoſe ngwer and impartial juſtice made 
The good rejoice, and wicked men afraid ; 
She liv'd to triumph oe'r her enemies. 
And all the wicked arts and fallacies 
That Ridamentus wed to betray 

And take Sabrina's pzecious life away ; 
For time and fortune favourcd her at Jait. 
Whoſe life was ſav'd and Racamentus cult. 


. The young enipreſs, having thus pompouſly in- 
terred her mother, applied her whole ſtudy for the 
welfare and proſperity of all her people, with' fo 
much diligence and ſucceſs, that kings and princes 
came from remote parts to pay their reſpects to ſuch 
an excellent lady, and be witneſſes of her wit ant 
grandeur. She encouraged all manner of uſeful 
arts and learning, and particularly the naturaliſts; 
of whom ſhe learned the nature- of birds, beaſts, 
herbs, and all.kinds of creatures, both animal and 
vegetable. 
About this time the Gauls, a barbarous and faith- 
leſs nation, innured to blood and unjuit invaſions, 
made excurſions into the rich dominions of the cm- 
preſs; not. to revenge any injury or affront, but 
merely out of an unjuft principle to rob.and plunder. 
To repel thoſe barbarians, the e 1.preſs aſſembled 
a great army.upon the frontiers: a b.00dy battle en- 
ſucd, which continued three hoirs with doubtty] {uc- 
ceis. At laſt, her General Gorgen being arrived 


in the army of the empreſs, ſoon decided the con- 


E-3 | ifo- 
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troverſy in favour of the valiant Romans; fightin 
ſ: courageoufly, that he made; lines through the. ar- 
my of the Gutls, *and at that time totally routed 
them, : I . 
- The Gavls being thus put to flight, and driven 
into their own country, the empire enjoyed a glo- 
r10Þs, and undiſturbed tranquility; and the fame of 
tice empreſs rang throughout tae world. 


How the King of Germany came 10 tgurt the Emprefs 
Sabrina, aud / ow he 0:tained her in Marriage 


N the de of Aprit, when the'earth was 
cloathed 'in her ſammer livery, and every crea» 
tuze rejoiced in the pleaſures of a flouriſhing ſpring, 
Alexander, King of Germany, prepared a ſplendid 
Equipage, and made a journey to the imperial city 
'of Rome, to be an eye witneſs of the ſingular per- 
feQions of the empreſs; and, if poſlible to obtain 
her in marriage. ' ; | 
- Arriving on the Roman frontiers, the empreſs 
honouring the charater of ſo great a king, went to 
'meet him in a Chariot drawn by ſix milk-white ſteeds, 
with trappings of gold, attended by the chief lords 
-and ladies of the'court; and after mutual civilities 
condufted him to her palace; where no delight nor 
magnificence was wanting to divert his majeſty. 
'The king was ſoon charmed with, the wit and 
beauty of the empreſs; yet, dreading a repulſe, he 
was afraid to reveal his paſſion; but on a time, aſ- 
ſaming courage, he made a letter the meſſenger of 


® 


His mand, in tht following words— 


«© Incomparable princeſs ! : | 
FT is betwixt hope and fear that I addreſs myſelt 

to your imperial majeſty”, 1n carnelt __—_——_ | 
4p tnat 


7 he Seven Wiſe Miſtrefles. -r03 
that you will grant my requeſt. I acknowledge my 
heart captivated [by your beauty, and my foul ra- 
viſhed by your wit: ſo that-if your*majeſty conſent 
not to be be my wite; and'tae. glorious. Queen of Ger- 
many, my life witlſoon become a victim to your. diſ- 
dam. Your anſwer, dear madam will determine the 
fate of EO OATS £ 
Yaqur, majeſty*s obedient ſervant, 


The empreſs, conſidering his great merit and 
power, ſoon complied with his requeſt, to his inex- 
preflible joy. led. | Sn od 

. The happy day fixed forthe celebration of their 
nuptials being come, all the neighbouring princes 
ſent to congratulate the royal couple; the wedding 
dinner was kept with the utmoſt magnificence, the 
ſons of kings and princes waiting at table; which 
was ſtored with the greateſt variety the world could 
afford; a concert of melodious muiic raifing their 
minds, adding to the general joy. 

After the ceremony of the marriage was over, for 
the ſpace of ven years, never King and queen en- 


*  joyed morepeace and nnity. © And what parficularty 


added to their felicity was, two lovely boys, which 
Providence bleſſed them with in that term. ; 

. In the eighth year of their marriage, ſome com- . 
motions happening in Germany, fomented under- - 
hand by the King of Macedonia, King Alexander | 
was ohbged to po thither to make a timely provi- . 
fion againſt them ; but unable to bear this ſeparatiof . 
from his beloved empreſs, he conſtantly every morn-" 
ing uſed to aſcend the higheſt mountain near him. . 
and fixing his eyes towards Rome, ſing to his lute the | 
following. lines in praiſe of theit mutnal love 
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| nifeſted in the enſuing chapter. 


Op. acer Sabrina ! by heaven's protein, 
We liv'd, wt lev'd, ond firmly link'd affedtion, 
And with the ſolemn pouwer of an cath, 
1s prefonce of the immerial gods, wwe both 
Excbange our hearts, from w. hich nought can diminiſh, 
No forture can diſſolve, no death can finiſh / 
O awher jvall we embrace on Cupid*s bed, 
With roſes, wielets and-myrtles fpread, | 
Beneath the cooler ſhade of Cypreſs grove, 
7 afting the chaſte delights of lawful love, 
When ev'ry bliſs enjoy, that may delight 

* Nature, or unreſtrained appetite. 


/ 


In this manner 'did King Alexander employ bis 
leiſure moments, during his abſence from his lovely 
Sabrina: Burt Fortune, conftant in nothing but in- 
conſtancy, ſoon changed ſides, and convinced this 
royal pair, who ſeemed to think themſelves per- - 
feRly. happy in their opgual love, that there 15 no 
folid durable felicity in this world; as ſhall be ma- 


» 
———. 
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How the King of Macedonia proclaimed War againſt 


and overcame King Alexander.. 


his German affairs, and arrived in the palace 


N D ſooner had King Alexander accommodated 


of has beloved Sabrina at Rome, but came a herald 


At arms from the King of Macedonia, to. challenge 
him igto'the field. King Alexander acquainted the 
empreſs. with it, ſo ſhe therefore drew a ſcheme, 
and perceived by the configuration of the planets, 
that this battle would be fatal, and that they 59m 
, d / e 
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be overthrown; and though ſhe would not tell the 
king ſo,. yet ſhe adviſed him (if poſſible) to make 
peace with the-King of Macedonia, but- all in vain, 
for ro terms but becoming his vaſſal would . 'be-ad-, 
mitted; whereupon King Alexander faid,/[hat-he' 
would meet him in the- plains of "Theſſaly; and ſs: 
taking a ſolemn farewel of his'forrowful' emprels,. 
and his two ſons, he ſoon (arrived 3and finding. has 
, "v5 324043) YE 
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enemies aſſembled for-battle;\K®Hade oration to en- 
courage his foldiers, importing, 'Phat* the King of 
Maccdoma being the only morive'to this war,''they 
muſt confider they fought for liberty and property. 
'That if they loft the day, their young meh would 
be pur to the ſword, their wives 'and-daughters Ia- 
viſhe(! - before their faces, their cities, tgwns, and 
viNages plundered - and laid in'aſhes;:and laſtly, & 
perpetual brand of infamy and 'flavery fixed upon 
"their nation and poſterity. --On-ths other hand ani- 
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mating them from motives of honour and glory, 
that the: wealth -of Macedonia would. become their 
(—_ and from his own affeRion,. favour, and 

our, . which he promiſed them' who ogpalzce 
theniſelves that day. 

'The foldiers , unanimouſty anſwered 'by A mighty 
ſhout, . and with: great courage and bravery, They 
would land by their prince to the laſtdrop of blood; 
ſo enemy, his majeſty himſelf 
In; Fthe yan. The battle ſoon began, and was 
K 10S: ed - - with great obftinacy, loſing 
bt ve tho fond men on each fide, and both armies 
-ponge ht the next morning with the utmoſt 

it, Hut-the event proved fatal to King Alexan- 
r,; fe Ne Fe et ro totally defeated, his 
a o+ brave men killed, and he forced to 
elffor fear of being taken. | 

e oa having with much difficulty made his 
" 
F= frontiers of Reme, found there his em- 
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vis 


helmed with gaef at tae diſmal news of 


PRE 
pill ſuc 2b 


a taking her in his arms, ſaid, *.In 
| unes F have ene conſolation, ' ; 
alances all my woes, and that. 
-dear Sabrina. Be comforted, 
incomparable ?aay, **ontinued he, ' * none are 'ex- 
empted from wb ffawns: of Fortune, and. we muſt | 
Jook 08 the ons of this life as the incentives 
to: prepare. ws for. C:; benter in the. world to come, 
where. aq ambigjous ——__ can invade or anrioy our - 
felicity damn: 4 nw - 

& T1 ys iampreſes, ſomewhat revived at- theſe 
words, altumed her wonted courage, and aflured the 
king, that;{he.was:ready. to accompany him in.the 


ty 


"moſt. abje& copdition, eſteeming his converſation 


abvve the pamp-af ſovercignty, and the, troubleſome 


Mean 
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Mean while the numerous armies. of Macedonig 
following their viRory, ſoou over-ran all Germany 
and Italy, and- being. on their march to befiege the 
city of 'Rome, this royal. pair -and their two ſons, 
with allthings neceſſary for their houſhold ſubſiſtence, 
retired into a remote iſland, attended by three tribu- 
tary kings, and the ſeven: fambus nuffreſſes; who 
having ſhared in their proſperity, would not leave 
them in-their adverſity ; and there paſſed the reſt of . 
their days-in a quiet and peaceful: retirement from. 
all the cares of human life ; and on' their tomb» Was 
engraved the following .. oo es 


EPITAPH: 
Within this houſe of flone entombed. lies,. 
The King of Germany, ſurnames the Wife, .. 
With the great Raman empreſs, bis dear wwgfts - 
The greateſt earthly bleſſing of his life; 
hom Macedonia's king in zvrongful fight 
Deprived. of their countries, crowns,'and rights, 


But now they do exjoy @ heaveiily crown, ? 
' ' Thet cannot fade, where tyrants ne'er ſhall com:.. 
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A pleaſant Story of the Uvhappy Coun- 
© terfeit, or Fortunate -- <t 


' Gentleman who had formerly been a merchant 

in the city of London; and: had acquired a 
confiderable eſtate withdrew into 4he country; hav- 
ing ſpent his younger years in the noiſe and burry of 
buſineſs, reſolved now to enjoy the fruits of his Ia- 
bours in quiet; and having a very fair houſe in the 
country, he inclined to fix there: hut that he night 
Not be out of al! concern of buſineſs in the world, hg 
fil! kept ſome ventures abroad which. he called the 


| Poors* ſtock. This gentleman at his death left an 


enly child, a daughter; called Chriſtiana, to whom: 
he left a very-great fortune, and committed the care 
of her perſon, and management of her eſtate, to.two. 
young gentlemen, her guardians. She was now 
abour exght years old, when fhe deſired ſhe might 


| goto ſee her uncle, a gentleman of Fair reputation 


and good eſtate in the country, which they granted, 
and ſent her over, attended by two ſervants. After 


ſhe had been there a month, her uncle, who was a 


Paflicnate man, catching her in a fault, threatened 
#0 whip hers ſhe farther provoking him with ſome 


. curvy reply, did ſo; at which time as ſhe cried our 


the was heard to fay,  O pray uncle, don't kill me; 
which neither he nor any of the family took much 
notice of at that time. The next morning early ſhe 
ole out of the houſe, and aſter ſhe had wandered 
ſome }.ours, not knowing whither to go, met with a 
COM 


| 


ae 
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(#4 
ompany of gipſies, who took her up, made much 
of her, changing cloaths, and ſtaining her complec- 
tion, brought her with them in a few davs to Lon- 
don; and from whence went their rounds into the 


country, The uncle, miffing his niece, the next . 


day, mae all poflible enquiry after her, but could 
not receive any account of her. He next ſent to 
her guardians to know if ſhe was returned home, 


but meeting with no ſatisfaQion, concluded t-at 
ſome young gentleman, who knew ſhe would be a 
great fortune, had token her. This the guardians 


| beligved too; till ſome of the neighbours at a gol- 
| fiping, were heard tp. ſay, that the night before 


the child was miſling they obſerved ſhe cried ont la. 
mentably, Pray uncle, don't ki/l me; of which the 
guardians were informed, and conſidered it as an 


. odd circumſtance, to happen juſt the night before ; 


and afked theſe goſſiping worgen, if they could ſafe- 
ly. take their oaths of it, and would do ſo before a 
magittrate,z who ſaid, Yes, it was all true, and no- 
thing but the ttuth., After ſome deliberation, they 
told the uncle what. his neighbours ſaid, and how 
neazly.it tpuched. his reputation now, and might his 


- life hereafter, it -his .nacce was, not- found, Upon 


w 
- 


. this, all the ponds and rivers were ſearched, and a 


confiderable.reward promiled to any perſon that could 
give any accounkgt her. dead or alive, Na news 
cing heard of- her; the neighbours bega: to grum- 


... ble, and ſaid, that the guardians, and uncle had 


C 


complotted to m the . child, and ſhare her 
eſtate. . This being now grown a public diſcourſe 


in the country, $0 the , great diſadvantage of their 


. Texutations, the guardians reſolved to proſecute the 
_ uncle-as far as the Jaw directed them. Accordingl 
. $bey went, and ſent for him to a gentleman's houſe 


who was a juſtice of peace, Being all together, the 
FP py fr 
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guardians complained to the juſtice of this reportz 
and defired him that he would take cognizince of it 
as far as the law required. The juſtice ſent for the 
witneſſes, who ſwore poſitively, that the: immediate 
night before ſhe was mifling, they heard her cry out, 
with a lamentable voice, Pray uncle, don't kill me. 
Upon which; the- juſtice bound the uncle in a re- * 
cognizance of two thouſand pbunds, to appear at the 
next. afſjzes, and the guardians in-a ' bord of five 
hundred pound: to proſecute the uncle; He, in 
his tedious ſearch after his niece,” Chriſtiana, finds 

out a pocr man's daughter in another country, wha, 
both in age, features, and. cemplexion, ſo much re- 

ſembled-her, that at firſt ſight he thought ſhe had 
been really the ſame. +© Now? ſays he-to himſelf; « if 
I can get this girl of her-parents, and dreſs her in 

the ſame habit Chriſtiang. wore, - ſhe will appear to 
' be the very ſame; nor have F any 6ther courſe* but 
this to ſave my life.” - He accordingly did fo; and ' 

for a ſum of money bought the girl of her poor © 

relations, and caligently in{trufted her 'm the part 
ſhe was to aft. A day or two before the aſſizes, he 
gave out, he had, by great fortune; found his mece; 
brings her home to'hu houſe, with her rea] fathar 
and mother, who'gave a fſatisfaftory account to al * 
perſons, kow' accidentally they found her'in a wood, 
almoſt ſtarved, The girl owned how ſhe ſtole away 
for fear her uncle ſhould 'whip her again * as he” 
threatened. All which romance hung fo well toge- 
ther; that the. guardians beheved the ſame, and no- 
body queſtioned the truth. At the affizes he was 
called to appear, which he accordingly did'; the 
judge aſked him for his niece Chriftrania, if ſhe was 
found yet? © Yes, niy lord,” 'fays the gentfeman, 
«'ſhe*gin court. *-— Very well,” ſays the Jo ge; © Prb- 
duce ligryand bid the'guardians appear. — 


BS | 


ly they did, and the counterfeit Chriſtiana. * Arc y 
ſatisfied,” ſays the judge to the guardians, * that this- 
is your ward, the daughter of Mr. — with whom 
yuu were left in truſt?*—* Yes, my lord,” ſaid the 
uardians. After a. further account how ſhe was 
P!, the judge ordered their recognizances ſhould 
be withdrawn, and the uncle diſcharged. It hap- 
pened that Chriſtiana's nurſe, who was in court con- * 
cerning other buiineſs, hearing what a buſtie had been 
made about her yonng miſtrefs, .and that ſhe was. 
found again,.as they came out of the court, crowd- 
cd to ſee her; and looking full upon her, believed . 
it to be the ſame; but the girl not taking notice 
of her, ſhe cried out, « O miſtrefs, don't, you know 
me?” upon which ſhe preſently anſwered no, * What,” - 
ſays ſhe don't you know you old. nurſe? I am ſure . 
you axe not the ſame then,” Upon this the girl was 
ſtartled: the guardians. made a ftop, and afked 
her how ſhe came to forget her. nurſe ſo ſoon: ſhe 
not giving a pretent anſwer, they began to ſuſpeR + 
ſomething, and- brought. her again into courts and 
the nurſe with her. ' The - old woman ſaid, fhe did 
believe ſhe had been, the ſame at firſt, but'upon re- 
view, ſhe mnch queftioned it; but if it was her miſ- 
treſs, ſhe had a ſcar npon the left arm, above 
the elbow. 'The judge ordered they would ſook 


| _ upon her arm, which they did, and reported, there 


was no ſcar above, but one below. the elbow ; upon 
this it was generally beheved the was the ſame, and 
all chings ſet right again. However, the judge 
ſeemed more difſatisfied than. before,” and. ordered 
the, uncle. to withdraw, examined the, girl, and af- 
tetwards; the man apart, who faid he found her in a 
wood ; then he examined the 'woman; but the judge 
obſerved they all diſagreed in one point 'or other; 
at length by croſſing the account of the w__ 
| an 
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and wife, and conſidering that Chriſtiana muſt needs 
have remembered her nurſe, it not being a twelve, 
month fince ſhe ſaw, her, and particularly knew her, 
the judge,concluded it was a cheat, which the wo- 
man, for fear of puniſhment, firſt confefſed, and 
then her huſband owned it, and laſtly the girl; they 
pe the receipt of ſo much money, at fuch a time, 
»y ſeveral neighbours, -who had known this girl 
five or fix.years together, 'and that ſhe was looked 
upon as their own (child; and always lived with 


| them. Upon this difcovery an inditment was pre- 


ferred againſt the uncle for the murder of his niece 


- Chriſtiana; and he _—_ no proof toclear himſclf, 
he was condemned to be 


anged, and within a week 
after executed. | | 

It fortuned about nipe years after, at the fummer 
afſizes at Notingham, two young gentlemen, who 
were lately called to the bar, whereof the judge's 
ſon was one, walking out early cne morning in the 


- fields, they ſaw a whole covey of pgipfeys under: a 


hedge; when they came near ta them, two of them 
ſRepped out, and, m their cant, told them a great 


'deal of good fortune hy looking -in their hands, as 


they pretended: upon which one of the geritlemen. 
tarew them a ſhilling, the other. called them idle 


whores, and f:'\! they deſerved to be whipped for 
Public, cheats; . upon which: one of them,” a tall 


Hack girt, ro}4 him, he ought not to depife a' gip- 


ſy; for he ſhould marry one tefore he was fix months 


older;” ar which the gentlemen fell a' laughing. — 


"When they came home, one of them miffed his 


old watch, the other had loft all his money. They 
an iq be atigry to be thus cheated, aud getting a 
canſtable, very lackily met” the 'two gipfies (going 
anothet way; ' they charget them with the: watch 
and money, which vhey as. peremptorily denied : 
© "y a : © por 
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upon this the conſtable brought them along to the 
open court, which was then fitting : upon. examis. 

nation they denied the: fat, nor could they, upot- 
- ſearch, find either upon them, However the judge 
ordered them to be ſoundly. whipped: for vagrants. - 

\ As the conſtable was taking them away; the 
gentleman who was the judge's ſon, called out jo- 
coſely to the conſtable, «© Pray favout the black wo- 
man, for ſhe tells me I ſhall marry a gipſey within 
theſe fix months;* which his father -over-hearing; 
called them back again, and-afked them how.-long 
they had-prerended; to tell fortunes; « I theoght,? ſai 
the judge, all-your:trade had been pgs pock+ 
ets.'—* No, and pleaſe you, my lord,” ſaid the'black ' 
woman, my profeſſion” is only telling of fortunes; '& 
never underſtood nor practiſed ſuch *' unlawfu} arts?? 
at which the whole court laughed heartily. 'The 
judge then aſked, . what country woman the was; 
to which ſhe anſwered, ſhe thought Hertfordſhire ; 
then he aſked, if ſhe' way born a gipſey; ſhe faid, 
no, but ſhe was as good, for ſhe had been nine years 
apprentice to a gipſey; at' which he afked her, if 
ſhe had e'er a Chriſtian name. * Yes, my lord,* ſaid 
, the, © I'think fo, for my. name is Chriftiana.* - The 

judge hearing the name' Chriſtiana, recolleted him- 
ſelf,. and remembered the ſtory of the gentleman who 
was condemned for murdering his niece of that name. 
. He then aſked her, if ever ſhe had-been m Eſſex, or 
had any” relations there: dhe ſaid, not fince ſhe 
was very. young, which was at the time ſhe had met 
with the-gipfies:at firſt, and then ſhe had” an uncle 
there, who ufed her very hardly, and fo the ran 
away from him, and was never there ſince, nor ever 
enquired after him.” Upon this he concluded ſhe 
. was the {.me perſon, and called the conſtable, - and 
bid him carry then home , to his own. hoaſe;- and 
entertain them there till the court was broke up. 
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The whole court at this began'to wondered 5; no” 

d&d they ſpare. telling the young-gentleman, tha* 
For ought; they knew, :3t might. be his fortune to 
marry a gipfey, if: this young woman ſhould prove 
to be-a perſon; of quality and-eftate z which fell qut 
even ſo; for the alizes being over,] the judge who 
had an eſtate in Hertfordſhire, and had known her 
father formerly, brought her up. in his- coach, and 
p—_ ther to the. guardians; who owned her' to 

e the fame perſon, which the nurſe and all her far- 
viving-relations conkrmed. At the ſame time his 
lori#ftipy who knew her.to be a: great fortune, pro- 
poſed a. match - between his ſon:and- her, which ſhe 
xs 159" ge t0,-and was preſehtly after ſolem- 
iz 1220} } 191 44:3 6 190actet 18 
# 'remarkable-Story of the' Gratitude of 
211%» | : a refgtjned Whore. 


- A; Gentleman in; the heat: of ſfummer,. walking 


A «lone in the. fields, contemplating with bum + 
ialf,, being extremely: thirſty,. Rept ioto the: firſt 
hogſe:that offered itfelf, and called for a cup:of beer, 
ſeating himſelf in the firſt room nexs to. the treet.. -- 

_ He had not fat long, before 4wa or three. young 
wenches came. {kittifhly in and: out:of the room, and 
ſeeing him a man of faſhion, they thought to make 
a booty of him, for it proved = common bawdy-houſe, 

\. The yqungeſt and handſomeſt of ther -intreated 
hint not to be ſeen: below, whexe every. porter and 
common fellow came to drink but to take a more 
convenient and retired room.. \ The young gentle» 
man. ſuſfefted the place, yet being willing to fee - 
ſome faſhions, took her gentle, proffer, and went up 
ſtairs; where they mph 2000 alone, (and: a bed im 
the room) beer being brought up, ſhe. began to of- 
fer tockim more than common. courteſy, being y- far 


- 
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from modeſty; that ſhe aImoft' proſtitoted herſelf to 
him, which he apprehending, aſked-her'in plain 
terms, 'f theſe were not provocations to 'inchne him 
tou, which ſhe as plain” confefſed, | 

'Fo'which. he replied,'thiithe 'was willing to aC- 
cept of her kind profier; ' only for modeſty's ſake, 
he deſired her to / ſhew' him into a darker room; ſhe 

led him into ſeveral rooms, but' ſtill he told her that 
nene of theſe were - dark enough: infomach that 
at-laſt ſhe began to difſike him, - becauſe ih all that 
tire he had not” made her one friendly proffer. ' At 
length- ſhe bronght him' into a cloſe” narrow room, 
with nothing; but a loop hole for light; and told'him, 
* Sir, unleſs you purpoſe to.go into the 'coal-hole, 
this is the darkeſt place in the houſe; How doth 
this-pleafe you ?* To 'whom he anfwered, * Unteſs, 
thou ſtrumpet, thou: canſt bring me to'a place,” in- 
to which the eyes-'of Heaven cannot pierce and ſe 
me, thou canſt-not perſuade mie-to an aft ſo deteſta- 
ble, ard hated*by all good men; for,” Cannor the, 
eye of Heaven behold us here in our wickedneſs ?— 

'Or,” ſays he, < art thou (6 irreligious to think divint 
ty bur a dream or fable!” Yer he bid her confider. 
her ſtate in this life, and what ther beſt couJd be—a 
whore: The name odious, the profeſlion abomina- 
ble, and'that ſhe'was'a ſink of fin and Yiſeaſes, that 
ſhe was a continaal vaſſal to every conſtable and 
beadle, never certain of her lodging, but in Bride=- 
well. To conclude, he read unto her ſuch a firi& 
leare,. that, from an impudent ftrampet, he ſoon- 
wrought her to be a repentant convert; and ſhe. 

_ appeared to him in her for:ner ſimple and innocen- 

tious life; and proteſted with tears, that courſe of 

life was hateful to her, and had ſhe any friend or 

kinſman, that could propoſe her any means to retin= 

quiſh that trade, which in her foul ſhe deteſted, = 
| . wou 


would become 2 new woman, for from that hour 
the vowed chaſtity all her life. : 
Upon enquiry of her birth and name, he found 
he had formerly been acquainted with her father, 
who had now been ſometime dead: bu for his fake, 
and her. apparent tears and ſeeming penitence, he 
told her, if it lay in him, he would diſpoſe of her 
according to her wiſhes; and withal charged: ber, 
that if he ſent unto her within two or three days, 
with money to acquit herſelf of the houſe, that ſhe 
would attize. herſelf as modeſtly as peſlibly ſhe could, 
and inſtantly repair unto him, at his firſt ſending; 
and.this being agreed betwixt them, for that time 
they parted. | | 

. 1 The gentleman, wondrous careful of his. under- 
taking (becauſe ſhe was now his new creature) came 
to a kintwaman of his, afar off, and told her, there 


was a civil maid, a kinſwoman of his, lately come 


out of the country, who wanted a ſervice, whom 
if ſhe pleafed to entertain, it might prove a great 
good to her, and no Jeſs courteſy to him. This 
motien being accepted, ſhe was ſent for according 
to appointment, and entertained. Her modeſt be- 
' haviour and fair carriage, with her tender love and 
diligence about the children, won her, in a ſhort 
time, the good opinion of her maſter, and a great 
- affeQtion from ber miſtreſs; and a general love from 
the whole houſhold; inſomuch that within leſs than 
a year, ſhe was raiſed from. a chambermaid to be 
a waiting. gentlewomen, .3nd the only boſom friend 
of her miſtreſs; who falling ſick, even to death, ſo 
much doated on her new ſervant, that ſhe ſent for 
her huſtand, and defircd him; that if he thought of 
martiage after her deceaſe, to make that woman his 

wie, :: d mother to his children. 
\T he 4 entlewoman ſoon aſter dics, he 15 left : Wi 
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dower, and the- charge of the whole houſe co:umit- 
ted to our new convert, with tne bringing up of his 
children ;- which ihe executed with fuch fidelicy, 
that he caſting # more curious eye upon her- youth 
and beauty, arid withal} rememb-ring his wife”; [aſt 
words, he contratted himſelf unto her, and: they 
were foon after married. - But before any of theſe k 
lat paſſages: happened, I muſt remember-you, that 
mſtantly upon the preferment of this young woman, 
the gentleman who brought her this fortune, a:1ven- 
tured 'all his means upou a voyage," which: miſear- 
ried, for the ſhip wherein he ſailed, was takta. by 
the Spamards, and he almoit a twelve-month kept a 
priſoner at Liſbon. - © | 
But at length being ranſomed, he came tor his 
> country, but ſo poorly and dejefted,' that he was 
aſhamed to ſhew himſelf to any of hiz friends; but 
walking up and down by owl-hght, having icarcely 
a homely rag to- cover him from nakednei4, or nide 
; him from ſhame. . It happened that juſt upon his 
return, the old man-died too, and left her pofſcffed 
of eight hundred a y :ar during the minority of the 
children; but the 'thirds hewloever; - and withal, 
ſo great and good an opitiion he hd of her, that he 
made her his fole executrix. Now, juſt as ſhe was 
following the hearſe to the churcly (having divers 
ſuitors before her huſband's botly was ſcarce cold) 
this gentleman by chance coming by, hke a picture 
4 of the prodigal, ſhe, caſting her eye aſide, had efpied 
him, and preſently apprehended him to be the man 
he was, and whiſpering a ſervant in the ear, bid him 
fall in diſcourſe with him, to enquire his name and 
. his lodging, and fo proceeded to the funeral, but 
in any. caſe to ſpeak nothing as from her. The ſer- 
vant-fell off from the .train, and did as he was com- 
manded, and brought her trae word how all things 


[ee } 
food, The next morning by her appointment came 
a ger, man very early to his lodgiags- ({he having 
taught q4im' his lefſon - before-hand) who-defired tg 
fpeak, with him, and firſt aſked his name, which tho? 
unwillingly he told him; .the other proceeded, that if 
he was the ſame man he. pretended, he had heard of 

a his worth and noble qualities, and withall-of his ca» 
fualtics at ſea, and not witling that any, gentleman 
Gould groan beneath, {a great, a burthgn, told; him, 
there was & hundred. pounds, and bid him: , furniſh 
himſelf with: apparel and gther ueceſſaries, and-. ſa 
was ready to take his leave, The other, in.;extaſy 
with ſo great--a-courteſy from a ſtranger, deſired 1g 

- know what reaſon he had to be charitable, wbax 
hope he had of future fſatisfaQtiqn, or at leait to re 
folve him what ſecurity he demanded; the other an« 
ſwered, that for the firſt, his courteſy was grounded 
up n. his. worth, has. ſatisfaction, was/in his acknow+ 
ledgeme-jt, and his ſecurity in that he knew him. bo- 
neit, and roid hum, ſome three days after he would 
call upon him, when he was habitted like himſelf, ta 
intreat his farther acquaintance, and ſq preſently left 
him. He was trqubled. zn his mind above: wander, tg 
receive ſych @ bounty from a man unknown, when 
his kindred and familiar friends were aſhamed of him; 
yet x00k, the benefit of: the preſent, occaſion, and ſuit- 
ed himſelf _accordiog 49 his former, not preſent for 
tunes, When the gentleman came according ta his 
promiſe, he ſeemed very glad to ſee this preſent al» 
teration, and withal intreated. .him to. walk ' abroad 
with him to.dioner ; he. willingly. afſented, not once 
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ready.to fit down: now ' the laft'that came iti were-- 
the two new friends; in' came *the widow-to but. 
them alff wdeome. This tew made up pentlentan',. 
1ghorant of 'whatfoever had: happened, "demandid 
of his friend,” if it was*fiot 'ſuch' a:woman';. who 
briefly totd/himn all; how-ſhe'came'a ftrarger'to' the 
hone, ind what a fortune by her demeanour ſht'had 
in a'ſhort time'purchaſed: rhat'the* was now” # wi- 
doi, and hat ſuch and'fuch means left - and all'or 
or moſt 'of theſe gentlemen (and himſelf among the 


_ reſtY were ſuitors, "and. 'their hope'was; this day ſhe 


would 'make "choice of a huſband. | Wharſoever he 
thought, he ſaid nothing for the preſent, The 'wi- 
dow?'s'turn was'to place every-man accordiug to his 
degree, or at leaft to her own fancy :' this new'gen- 
tleman was negleQed, and the ſtools being furtiſh= 
ed, Jeft funding at'the window ; ſhe only took plite 
at the table*s end, leaving her huſband*s chair empty; 
when: ſuddenly ſtarting up, © Methinks,* ſaid ſhe, 
ſome 'one- in this-room might well be ſeated, for we 
have amore gueſts 'than ſtools,* The gentleman at 
theſe words bi: his lip, and was'intreated to fitdown 
by his friends; butfays the widow, * Is this'a ſilitor 
to? + No quetion fome that either borrowed his 
cloaths, or engaged all his credir for. this one” new 
ſuit, m hopes to gain the widow :" but wortfen are 
now a-days grown more wiſe; by whoſe acquaintance 
came he'here?'—s Mime,' anſwered his friend; then 
ſays The, © Perhaps-he-wants' a dinner, and hath 'no - 
money to pay-for his ordifiary, - Well, he*may fit 
down among the reſt; ſome: of you there 'niake him 
ſome fmall elbow room, Thete- words made him 
wiſh himſelf again-a priſoner itj' Liſbon, -or any 
where but where he was: this was fport to the reſt” 
but torture to him, who much blamed her ingrati- 
tude; yet arming himfelf with patience, he ſat down 
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© ; and that ſhe knew no better way to expreſs her gra- 


Wu -  neflcd, and they ſoon after married. 
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cent with anilt ſtomach; eating as little as he ſpake : 
3ll-were merry at; the- table, Pmo.uf them making 
him-their mirth, the rather to'pleaſe herp, ..A health 
ent round to the -widow's next huſband 3, all-but 
4 pledged it. gladly, he enforcedly.,. At leagth | . 
rifing from her chair, _* Methmks;, ſays:ſhe,,* we are 
all merry, only, that. gentleman at, the, Jower end of | 
tie table - is melancholy-: but I know the reaſon, it | 
is perhaps becauſe he is-placed fo. low;. but. if that | 
be his diſeaſe, 1 have:for it,a-prefent remedy: -when | 
walking to him where khe.ſat,ſhe defred him, to re - 
move, for ſhe | had another-place for- him - He 1n- 
treating her mot.to torment him any farther, refulcd | 
to riſe; but ſhe would needs enforce him, ybe ref ; 
likewiſe perſuading, as wondering whay-farther ſport | 
/ ſhe would make with him. <* Well,” faid he, <.l-am 
yours to day, 'but will be my own -eyer- hereafter ; 
and ſo being drawn:by her to the upper endiof the 
room, like a bear - to. the ſtake} where her huſband's 
chair ſtood empty.: .* Now, fir,” ſays ſhe,-with 2 | 
more ſerious countenance 'than - before, < my new | 
huſband fit here in my.old huſband?s chatr, and bid 
theſe your gueſts, welcome.” * Still. he fretted,. and 
they.laughed as before:' even ſhe. craving. pardon 
for:ſo abufing his patience, openly proteſted, - that 
this . meeting was purely for his ſake, -and 'to. make 
them. witneſſes of their preſent contra; for if he 
refuſed her to- wife, ſhe vowed never to. have. any 
other huſband; acknowledying that all her fortunes, 
next- to-Divine Providence, came by-his - goodneſs, 
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-zitude, than to confer them on him by whom they 
"firſt came, They were contracted, the ſuitors wit- 
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